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The Messenger of Allah & Says:

“Abdullah bin Mas‘ud «s & _.5, narrated
that the Prophet £ said, "May Allah
brighten the face of that person who heard
anything from us then carried it accordingly
to others. There are many persons who
remember it better than those who conveyed
it to them.” ” (At-Tirmidhi)




Publishers Note

All the praises are due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds, and may
Allah send prayers of blessings upon Prophet Muhammad, the
chosen, the trustworthy, and upon his family and all of his
companions.

‘100 Ahadith about Islamic Manners’ is a part of our new package
for Muslims. There are two main sources of the Shari’ah - the
Qur’an and the Hadith. The traditions of the Prophet £ inform us
about the practical aspects of Divine commandments for human
life and provide explanations and demonstrations of the basic
principles. Due to the importance of this second source, we are
presenting this collection.

We try to present our publications based on authentic research
material in accordance with the Qur'an and Sunnah, along with
simplicity and freedom from every type of vague conception, weak
authority, and false ideas. You will find the same spirit and
tradition of good research, professional editing and excellent
printing standard in this work.

This collection of Ahadith relates to the important aspects of daily
life so that the readers may benefit from it for their success in this
life as well as in hereafter.

May Allah accept our sincere efforts regarding the propagation of
His religion throughout the world, and bestow on us His blessings
to fulfil our resolution in this regard. Amin/

Abdul Malik Mujahid
General Manager




The Importance of Ahadith

There are two main sources of the religion of Islam: the Qur’an
and the Traditions of the Prophet Muhammad #& (4hadith and
Sunnah). The Qur’an was revealed to the Messenger of Allah #&
during the period of 611CE to 632CE for all of mankind, and he
¢ conveyed the Word of Allah as it is to his Ummah (nation or
followers). In this Divine Message there is a complete way of
life. It means that the Allah has directly revealed the correct way
of life for all of mankind. This (the Qur’an) is the main source of
success in this world and the hereafter.

The other source of guidance is called Hadith or Sunnah of the
Prophet €. It means the sayings, deeds and approvals accurately
narrated from the Prophet #&. There is a ruling from Alldh
concerning the traditions of His Messenger &:

“Nor does he speak from (his own) desire. It is only a
Revelation revealed.” (53:3,4)

And He said:

“Oh you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger
(Muhammad #g)....” (47:33)
He also said:

“He who obeys the Messenger (Muhammad #£), has
indeed obeyed Allah...” (4:80)

And in the same sense Allah said about His Messenger #:

“Indeed in the Messenger of Alldh (Muhammad #£) you
have a good example to follow ...” (33:21)

And the Messenger of Allah #& said:

“Every new thing in Islam is Bid’ah (any innovated practice
in religion) and every Bid’ah is misguidance.”
He (&) also said: "Whoever obeys me will enter Paradise."

]




According to these traditions, every Muslim should read the
Ahédith and follow the good example of the Messenger of Alladh
¢ If we made the aim to follow his guidance in our daily routine
work, we can live a good and successful life in this world and the
hereafter.

There is a good example in the Prophet’s Sunnah. He practiced
it in his lifetime and his Companions also practiced it. Likewise,
it is possible to follow it in every age. So it is necessary for all the
Muslims to act upon these traditions.

We should learn these Ahddith and the Sunnah to implement in
our daily and nightly routine.

Prophet Muhammad #& usually delivered a Khutbah about the
different manners and the lifestyle. These sayings of the Prophet
#& were collected by his Companions. Many of them learned
them by heart and some of them wrote them down. However,
the written Ahadith were not in great number. After the Prophet
Muhammad #&, the Companions collected the Ahddith and
wrote them as correctly as possible. In the second and third
generation of the Muslims, this work was done as much as
possible but most of them were learned by heart. After them
there were Imams (great scholars) who collected the Ahadith
and wrote them with classifications based on the level of
authenticity of the Ahadith. They developed the Science of
Hadith, and by analysing the various methods, sources and
personalities who were involved in the collections of the Ahddith,
they developed ways to judge the correctness and the
authenticity of the Ahdadith. The purpose of this was to eliminate
any false information or narration and sift these narrations from
the correct ones. According to the strength of the authenticity,
the Ahdadith were classified differently. Some of the most
important kinds of Ahadith are classified as follows:

Dha’if (weak): An inaccurate narration which does not meet the
qualifications of being either Sahih (sound) or Hasan (fair), and
hence cannot be used as a basis of an Islamic opinion.

(1]




Gharib (unfamiliar or rare): A Hadith or version reported by one
reliable or unreliable narrator which was not reported by others.
The Hadith may be Gharib in the text of its wording, in some of its
wording (such as additional words), or in its chain of narrators. A
Gharib Hadith can be Sahih (sound) or Dha’if (weak).

Hasan (good or fair): A Musnad Hadith narrated by a reliable
chain, but not reaching the grade of Sahih (sound) Hadith.

Majhal (unknown): If there is an unknown person in the chain of
narrators of a Hadith.

Magti’ (disconnected): (i) A Hadith ending at a Tabi’i by both
action and words. (ii) A Hadith with an incomplete chain of
narrators. (iii) A Hadith in which a Sahabi describes about
something by saying, 'we used to do...

Marfi’ (traceable): A Hadith referred to the Prophet #&, be it a
saying or an action, whether Muttasil (connected) or Mungqati’
(disconnected).

Mawgqiif (untraceable): A Hadith from a Sahabi (Comapanion of
the Prophet £). It is a description, report or information given
by a Sahabi that he does not attribute to the Prophet & A
Mawaqiif narration is also called an Athar.

Mungati’ (disconnected): A Hadith with an incomplete chain of
narrators or containing in its chain an unknown reporter.

Mursal (disreferred): A Hadith with the chain of narrators
ending at a Tabi’i who quotes directly from the Prophet &
without referring to the Companion from whom he heard it.

Muttasil (connected) or Mawsul: A Hadith with a complete chain
of narrators until it reaches its source. It can either be Marfii’
(traceable) referring to the Prophet &, or Mawquf (untraceable)
ending at a Sahabi.

Sahih (sound): A Musnad Hadith with an unbroken chain of
narrators; one narrated from all reliable reporters with good
memory back to the source without being Shath (strange and
defective) or Mu’allal (faulty).

[12]




With the Name of Alldh, the Most
Gracious, the Most Merciful

e S

{ Preordainment of Allah —l

1. Ibn Abbas Lge &l ., said: One
day, I was riding behind the Prophet #&
when he said, “O boy! I will teach you
some words. Be mindful of Allah
(Commandments of Allah), He will
preserve you. Be mindful of Allah, He
will be ever with you. If you beg, beg of
Him Alone; and if you need assistance,
supplicate to Alldh Alone for help.
And know that if all the people gather
to benefit you, they will not be able to
benefit you except that which Alldh
had preordained (for you); and if all of
them gather to do harm to you, they
will not be able to afflict you with
anything other than that which Alldh
had pre-destined against you. The pens
have been lifted and the ink of the
pages has dried up.” [At-Tirmidhi]

Another narration states: The Mes-
senger of Allah £ said, “Safeguard (the
Commandments of) Alldh, you will find
Him before you. Remember Him in
prosperity and He will remember you in
adversity. Know that whatever you miss,
was not destined to befall you; and what
befalls you, was never going to miss you.
Know that the Help (of Allah) is
obtained with patience, happiness
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comes after distress, and hardship is
followed by ease.”

. ((\;.f..; ;&ﬁ\ 8 37/ ‘g;*;ﬂ\
Commentary:

1. No one has the power to change the Decision of Allah.

2. Whatever trouble one suffers in this world, it does not last for ever. Every trouble is
followed by prosperity, pleasure and happiness.

3. One should never ask other than Alldh’s help in supernatural things because it
amounts to ascribing partnership with Allah. If a person is mindful of the Rights of
Allah, then Allah in return takes care of his needs and helps him.

The Right of Allah upon His Slaves }

2. Narrated Mu‘adh bin Jabal &1 ]
Leg¢-é The Prophet #£ said, “0
Mu‘adh! Do you know what Allah’s
Right upon His slaves is?” I said,
“Allah and His Messenger know bet-
ter.” The Prophet £ said, “That they
worship Him (Allah) Alone and do not
associate any partner in worship with
Him (Allah). Do you know what their
right upon Him is?” I replied, “Allah
and His Messenger know better.” The
Prophet #& said, “That He will not
punish them (if they did so).” [A4l-
Bukhari]
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The Rights of a Muslim

3. Abl Hurairah «s &l ., reported:
The Messenger of Allah #& said,
“Every Muslim has five rights over
another Muslim (i.e., he has to per-
form five duties regarding another
Muslim): to return the greetings, to
visit the sick, to accompany funeral
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processions, to accept an invitation, 5. e
and to respond to the sneezer [i.e., to ke Gie «&’“‘Pw‘
say: ‘Yarhamuk-Alldh (may Allah be-

stow His Mercy on you) when the

sneezer praises Allah].” [Al-Bukhari

and Muslim]

Commentary: The bond of fraternity among the Muslims has been further
strengthened by the list in this Hadith about the rights of Muslims on one another.

Obedience of the Prophet Muhammad y*g&zﬂ

4. Narrated Ibn ‘Umar Lge & 5,0
Whenever we took an oath of alle- P . B
giance to the Messenger of Allah £ to S RE Al Jd) Ll ‘5l/ ts
hear and obey, he (%) would say to us, W g J }i; ‘3364-“3 le‘“
“As much as you are able.” o, R

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] e

Commentary: Obedience to a Muslim ruler calls for two conditions: First, his

1B LG &l o) SRl ol F -8

command must not transgress the sacred law of the religion; second, it should not go
beyong people’s limitations. In case, he fails to meet these two prerequisites, his
obedience will also become non-obligatory. This Hadith conveys a warning to rulers
that they must not put people to hardships unbearable to them.

5. Abl Hurairah « 4! ., reported: Coal s sh fis o
The Messenger of Alldh £ said, if I A A
¢ s 3 - . . . -
“Everyone of my Ummah will enter .l »oJde 2 el Jl)

Jannah except those who refuse.” He AN A DR NP PN
. N VO G | &3l O P08
was asked: “Who will refuse?” He & R e

said, “Whoever obeys me shall enter %) :J6 Sl J oy G uizl; Y)

Jannah, and whosoever disobeys me e Py Lt E
. | - ° . ‘ - .

refuses to (enter Jannah).” “—’iw EURE e “«”fu"

[Al-Bukhiri] S S [N PR A IRV

Commentary: The word Ummah here means the community which accepted the
invitation of the Prophet £, that is to say, the people who on his call embraced Islam.
All of this community who follow him faithfully will go to Jannah.

15




Da‘wah Priorities

6. Narrated Ibn ‘Abbas Lgs &1 o3
When the Prophet #£ sent Mu‘adh to
Yemen, he said to him, “You are going
to a nation from the people of the
Scripture, so let the first thing to which
you invite them be to testify to the
Tauhid of Allah [i.e., La ilaha illallah
(none has the right to be worshipped
but Allah)]. If they accept that, tell
them that Allah has enjoined on them
five compulsory congregational Salat
(prayers) to be offered in one day and
one night (24 hours). And if they offer
their Salat (prayer), tell them that
Allah has enjoined on them Zakat of
their properties; and it is to be taken
from the rich among them and given to
the poor among them. And if they
agree to that, then take from them
Zakat, but avoid the best property of
the people.” [Al-Bukhari]
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| Significance of Intention ‘

7. ‘Umar bin Al-Khattab «s &1 s,
reported: The Messenger of Alléh.,"gi;
said, “Deeds are considered by inten-
tions, and a person will be rewarded
according to his intention. So whoever
emigrated for Allah and His Messen-
ger, his emigration would be for Allah
and His Messenger; and whoever
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emigrated for worldly benefits or for a i P2 2 le e
woman to marry, his emigration would R
be for what he emigrated for.” [l 5l G | &5ed GASE 515!
Bukhari and Muslim) Y $78s o

Commentary: According to some Ahadith, the reason for this Hadith is that a person
sent a proposal of marriage to a woman named Umm Qais, which she turned down
saying that he would have to emigrate to Al-Madinah to marry her. Accordingly, he
did it for this specific purpose, and the two were married there. On account of this
event, the man came to be known among the Companions as Muhajir Umm Qais.
On the basis of this Hadith, ‘Ulama’ are of the unanimous opinion that the real basis of
one’s actions is Niyyah (intention) and everyone will be requited according to his
Niyyah. 1t is true that Niyyah is founded in one’s heart, that is to say, one has first to
make up one’s mind for what he intends to do and he should not express it verbally. In
fact, the latter is a Bid‘ah (innovation in religion) because no proof of it is found in the
Shari‘ah.

The point which becomes evident from this Hadith is that Ikhlds (sincerity) is a must
for every action. In other words, in every righteous deed, one should seek only the
Pleasure of Alldh; otherwise, it will not be accepted by Allah.

The Effects of Strong Faith

8. Suhaib «s &1 5, reported that the  5f Lz 4l oy s B85 - A
Messenger of Alldh & said, “There I
lived a king before you and he had a <
court magician. As he (the magician) 25 ’~lo o f_,@; “"_Qf_; B1Y
grew old, he said to the king: ‘I have

S o2z oz . S ME -z
grown old, so send me a young boy so uJ’ES L ‘; el J 4'25
that I may teach him magic.’ The king ¢ “22)| 2ols] L:)ké zj\ é*;,l_;
sent him a young boy to serve the s s

purpose. And on his way (to the & 53 el Uk o
magician) the young boy met a monk 525\/ s ‘;,5,5 S 15 4 ,b
to whom he listened to and he liked his .
speech. It became his habit that on his

way to the magician, he would meet |;L; ‘ijl 1555 walfL 55 >
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the monk and sit with him and would
come to the magician (late). The
magician used to beat him because of
this delay. He complained about this to
the monk who said to him: ‘When you
feel afraid of the magician, say: My
family detained me. And when you
fear your family, say: The magician
detained me.” So while he was in this
state it so happened that a huge beast
came and it blocked the way of the
people. The young boy said: ‘I will
know today whether the magician or
the monk is better.” He picked up a
stone and said: ‘O Allah, if the way of
the monk is dearer to You than the
way of the magician, kill this animal so
that the people may pass.’” He threw
that stone at it and killed it and the
people were able to pass. He then
came to the monk and told him the
story. The monk said: ‘Son, today you
are superior to me. You have come to
a stage where I feel that you would be
soon put to a trial, and in case you are
put to a trial, do not reveal me.” That
young boy began to heal those born
blind and the lepers and he, in fact,
began to cure people from all kinds of
illness. When a courtier of the king
who had gone blind heard about him,
he came to him with numerous gifts
and said, ‘If you cure me, all these
things will be yours.” He said, ‘I myself
do not cure anyone. It is Alldh the
Exalted Alone Who cures; and if you
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affirm faith in Allah, I shall also
supplicate to Alldh to cure you.” This
courtier affirmed his faith in Allah and
Allah cured him. He came to the king
and sat by his side as he used to sit
before. The king said to him, ‘Who
restored your eyesight?’ He said, ‘My
Lord’ Thereupon he said, ‘Do you
have another lord besides me?’ He
said, ‘My Lord and your Lord is Allah.’
So the king seized him and kept
torturing him until he revealed the
young boy. The young boy was thus
brought and the king said to him, ‘O
boy, has your magic become so profi-
cient that you cure the blind and the
lepers and you do such and such?
Thereupon he said, I do not cure
anyone; it is Allah Alone Who cures,’
and the king took hold of him and
began to torture him until he revealed
the monk. The monk was brought and
it was said to him: ‘You should turn
back from your religion.” But he
refused. The king sent for a saw,
placed it in the middle of his head
and cut him into two parts until he fell
down split in half. Then the courtier of
the king was brought forward and it
was said to him: “Turn back from your
religion.” He too refused, and the saw
was placed in the middle of his head
and he was sawn into two parts until he
fell down split in half. Then the boy
was sent for and it was said to him:
‘Turn back from your religion.” He
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refused. The king then handed him
over to a group of his courtiers, and
said to them: ‘Take him to such and
such mountain; make him climb up
that mountain and when you reach its
peak, ask him to renounce his Faith. If
he refuses to do so, push him off to his
death.” So they took him and made him
climb up the mountain and he said: ‘O
Allah, save me from them in any way
You like,” and the mountain began to
shake and they all fell down (dead) and
the young boy came walking to the
king. The king said to him, ‘What
happened to your companions?” He
said, ‘Allah has saved me from them.’
He again handed him to some of his
courtiers and said: ‘Take him and carry
him in a boat and when you reach the
middle of the sea, ask him to renounce
his religion. If he does not renounce
his religion throw him (into the
water).” So they took him and he said:
‘O Allah, save me from them in any
way You like.” The boat turned upside
down and they all drowned except the
young boy who came walking to the
king. The king said to him, ‘What
happened to your companions?” He
said, ‘Alldh has saved me from them.’
Then he said to the king: “You cannot
kill me until you do what I command
you to do.” The king asked, ‘What is
that?” He said, ‘Gather all people in
one place and tie me up to the trunk of
a tree, then take an arrow from my
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quiver and place the arrow in the bow
and say: With the Name of Allah, the
Lord of the boy; then shoot me. If you
do that you will be able to kill me.” The
king called the people in an open field
and tied the young boy to the trunk of
a tree. He took out an arrow from his
quiver, fixed it in the bow and said,
‘With the Name of Alldh, the Lord of
the young boy,” he then shot the arrow
and it hit the boy’s temple. The young
boy placed his hand upon the temple
where the arrow had hit him, and died.
The people then said: “We believe in
the Lord of this young boy.” The king
was told: ‘Do you see what you were
afraid of, by Allah it has taken place;
all people have believed.” The king
then commanded that trenches be dug
and fire lit in them, and said: ‘He who
would not turn back from his (the
young boy’s) religion, throw him in the
fire’ or ‘he would be ordered to jump
into it.” They did so till a woman came
with her child. She felt hesitant in
jumping into the fire. The child said to
her: ‘O mother! Endure (this ordeal)
for you are on the Right Path.”
[Muslim)

Commentary:
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1. The most important lesson of this Hadith is that whatever difficulties one has to face

on the path of Islam, he should endure it with patience and determination; and if the

interest of Islam requires, one should sacrifice his life for it.

2. The wonders displayed by righteous people are true. When Alldh’s Will and

Wisdom dictates, He manifests these wonders through His slaves.

3. It is a proof of the truth of the Qur’an

that it has retold the great historical event of

[21]




Ashab-ul-Ukhdud (the people of the dith) which, buried in the dust of ages, had long

been forgotten.

4. It is not possible to explain and interpret the Qur’an without the help of Ahadith.

The event of Ashab-ul-Ukhdud mentioned in the Qur’an is an instance in point. It is
the Hadith that has brought into light the details of the event and clarified its

ambiguity.

5. Such incidents are a source of strength for the Faith of true believers.

The Levels of Deen (Religion) |

9. ‘Umar bin Al-Khattdb «s &l s,
said: Once we were sitting in the
company of the Messenger of Alldh
#¢ when there appeared a man dressed
in very white clothes and having
extraordinary black hair. No signs of
journey appeared on him and he was
known to none of us. He sat down
facing the Prophet #£ placing his knees
against the knees of the Prophet &
and placing both of his palms on his
two thighs and said, “O Muhammad!
Tell me about Islam.” He #£ replied,
“Islam is to testify that none has the
right to be worshipped but Alldh, and
that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah; that you observe Saldt (prayers),
pay Zakdat (obligatory charity), observe
Saum (fasting) of Ramadéan and per-
form Hajj (pilgrimage) of the House,
provided you have resources of making
the journey to it.” He replied: “You
have spoken the truth.”” We were
surprised to see that he had asked
him and confirmed the correctness of
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the answers. He then enquired: “Tell
me about Iman.” He # said. “It is to
believe in Alldh, and His Books, and
His Messengers and the Last Day and
that you believe in the Divine Decree,
its bad and good consequences.” He
said, “You have spoken the truth.” He
then enquired: “Tell me about Jhsdn.”
He & said, “It is to worship Alldh as if
you are seeing Him; and although you
do not see Him, He sees you.” He
enquired: “Inform me about the Hour
(i.e., the Day of Resurrection).” He #&
replied, “I have no more knowledge
thereof than you.” He said, “Inform
me about its signs.” He #£ said, “That
the servant girl gives birth to her own
mistress, and that you will find the
barefooted, naked, poor shepherds
competing with one another in the
construction of tall buildings.” Then he
departed. So I stayed there for a while
until he #& said to me, “O ‘Umar! Do
you know who the questioner was?” 1
replied, “Alldh and His Messenger
know better.” The Prophet # said,
“He was Jibril (Gabriel); he has come
to you all to teach you your religion.”
[Muslim]
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Commentary: This Hadith is known as Hadith Jibril. It mentions the basics of Islam
the details of which are known to every Muslim. Al-Qadr (Divine Decree) means that

Allah already knows and had recorded everything that will happen until the Day of

Resurrection. Now whatever happens is in accordance with that knowledge and

writing. What is meant by its good and bad consequences can be illustrated by saying

that tranquillity, prosperity and abundance of crops come in the category of good

consequences. Famine, calamities and troubles, etc., fall in the list as evil
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consequences. But we regard them as good or bad according to our own

understanding; otherwise, every action of
which are known to Him Alone.

Allah has some wisdom and expedience

Branches

I

of Iman

|

10. AbG Hurairah «s & _»,: The
Prophet #£ said, “Iman has some sixty
or seventy branches, the best of which
is the declaration that: ‘None has the
right to be worshipped but Allah’; and
the least of which is the removal of
harmful object from the road, and
modesty is a branch of Iman.” [Al-
Bukhari and Muslim]

Commentary:
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1. This Hadith tells us that from the standpoint of practice, Faith has several stages. It

also tells that Faith and practice are inseparable.

2. It also makes evident the importance and excellence of shyness because it induces a

person to good deeds and deters him from evils.

L

The Signs of Iman

11. Anas bin Malik = & s,
reported: The Prophet & said,
“There are three qualities that who-
ever has them, will taste the sweetness
of Iman: To love Alldah and His
Messenger (%) more than anyone
else; to love a person only for (the
sake of) Alldh; and to abhor returning
to disbelief after Alldh has saved him
from it as he would abhor being
thrown into the fire (of Hell).” [Al-
Bukhari and Muslim]
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Commentary:

1. In this Hadith, the love of Allah signifies the sweetness of Iman.

2. The love of Alldh and His Prophet £ is the cornerstone of the Faith. When it is said
that this love should exceed one’s love for everything else in the universe, it means that
what is enjoined by Allah and His Prophet # must be given preference over
everything else, whether it is love for the wife, children, worldly interests, desires or
whims. When there is a clash between the two, the former should be given preference
over the latter.

Brotherly Love and Iman ‘

12. Anas <s 4! s, reported: The % &L @ 20 u'*“ SE5 - Y
Prophet #& said, “No one of you G. o235 5 44 o
= - NEQICVS T LERRIHE =i
becomes a true believer until he likes < = . "ffﬁ T &
for his brother what he likes for G (Uui) Cou UG 4 Coo
himself.” [Al-Bukhadri and Muslim] :

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith about the importance and virtue of mutual
love among the Muslims. If we act upon the injunctions mentioned in this Hadith, the
Muslim societies will be immediately purged of the evils like exploitation, bribery,
dishonesty, falsehood, cheating, forgery, etc., which are rampant in them at present.
Islam has taught golden principles to its followers who have unfortunately neglected
them and in consequence are leading a life of utter disgrace and moral turpitude. May
Allah guide them to the Straight Path.

Love for the Sake of Allah ‘

13. Abll Hurairah e & w, L2 &1 555 i5m o 385 - Y
reported: The Prophet # said, “A )

57 Eoo G %% - %

.. . . - ) LI R Y | IS
man set out to visit his brother (in 4155 S o 3%.‘,% &
Faith) in another town and Alldh sent ~ JU5 &l 1556 (s321 g5
an angel on his way. When the man Jde G , )

met the angel, the latter asked him, -

“Where do you intend to go?” He said, " i JG €L 5 Zf;i Ji
“I intend to visit my brother in this . .. . . .
’ PO NIRRT A [ R
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town.” The angel said, “Have you done
any favour to him that you intend to
collect (i.e., a loan)?” He said, “No, I
have no desire except to visit him
because I love him for the sake of
Allah, the Exalted.” Thereupon the
angel said, “I am a messenger to you
from Allah (to inform you) that Alldh
loves you as you love him (for His
sake).” [Muslim]
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Commentary: This Hadith points out the following:

1. The great merit of visiting Muslims for Alldh’s sake.

2. The bond of brotherhood in Islam is much stronger than the bonds of blood

relationship and worldly interests and, therefore, comes before them in preference.

3. Whoever loves someone for Alldh’s sake, Alldh will love him in a manner that suits

His Majesty.

The Recognition of the Graces of Allah J

14. Abii Hurairah «¢ 4! ., said that
he heard the Prophet ) & saying:
“There were three men among the
Banu Israel, one leper, one bald and
one blind. Alldh wanted to test them.
He therefore, sent to them an angel
who came to the leper and asked him
what he would like best. He replied: ‘A
good colour, a good skin and to be rid
of what makes me loathsome to
people.” He (the angel) rubbed him
and his loathsomeness vanished and he
was given a good colour and a good
skin. He then asked him what type of
property he would like best. The leper
replied that he would like camels - [or
perhaps he said cattle, for Ishdq (one
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of the subnarrators of the Hadith) was
uncertain, whether he said: ‘Camels,’
or: ‘Cattle’]. He was given a pregnant
she-camel and the angel invoked
Allah’s Blessing on it. The angel then
went to the bald man and asked him
what he would like best and he replied:
‘Good hair and to be rid of what makes
me loathsome to people.” The angel
ran his hand over him and he was given
good hair. He then asked him what
property he would like best. He replied
that he would like cattle, so he was
given a pregnant cow and the angel
invoked Allah’s Blessing on it. The
angel then went to the blind man and
asked him what he would like best, and
he replied: ‘I wish that Alldh restore
my sight to me so that I may see
people.” Thereupon the angel ran his
hand over him and Alldh restored his
sight. The angel then asked what
property he would like best. He
replied that he would like sheep, so
he was given a pregnant ewe. Flocks
and herds were produced for the three
men, the first having a valley full of
camels, the second one, a valley full of
cows and the third one a valley full of
sheep. Then the angel came in the
form of a leper, to the one who had
been a leper, and said: ‘I am a poor
man and my resources have been
exhausted in my journey, and my only
means of reaching my destination are
dependent on Alldh and then on you,
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so I ask you by Him Who gave you the
good colour, the good skin and the
property, for a camel by which I may
get to my destination.” He replied: ‘I
have many dues to pay.”’ The angel
then said: ‘I think I recognize you.
Were you not a leper whom people
found loathsome and a poor man to
whom Alldh gave property?” He re-
plied: ‘I inherited this property
through generations.” The angel said:
‘If you are telling a lie, may Allih
return you to your former condition.’
The angel went in the form of a bald
man to the one who had been bald,
and said the same as he had said to the
former and received a similar reply. So
he said: ‘If you are telling a lie, may
Alldh return you to your former
condition.” The angel then went to
the one who had been blind and said: ‘I
am a poor traveller and my resources
have been exhausted in my journey.
My only means of reaching my desti-
nation are dependant on Allah and
then on you, so I ask you by Him Who
restored your eyesight for a sheep by
which I may get to the end of my
journey.” He replied: “Yes, I was blind
and Alldh restored my eyesight, so take
what you wish and leave what you wish.
I swear by Allah that I shall not dispute
with you today concerning anything
you take for Allah’s sake.” The angel
said: ‘Keep your property. You have all
simply been put to a test, and Allah is
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pleased with you and displeased with

both of your companions’.” [4l-Bukhari

and Muslim]

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that abundance of property and wealth is also a
trial. He alone succeeds in this trial who in the midst of his riches does not forget
about Allah’s Status and his own status. Rather than becoming proud of his wealth, he
takes pleasure in spending it in fulfilling the needs of people and expresses gratitude to
Him in practical terms. Those who take an opposite course are regarded unsuccessful
because on account of their wrong attitude, they tend to falsehood, pride and
miserliness which cause the displeasure of Allah.

Blessings which are often neglected ‘

15. Ibn AbbAs Lugs 4l ) reported:  Lgie &l o) G2 S oF - Ve
The Messenger of Allah #& said oo, T A p
= T Oy e al B oiJe
“There are two blessings in which -~ ~ x5 I d s J
many people incur loss. (These are) Il (o 535 g O

health and free time (for doing good).” ) Tt 2ay

c 6ol ey, (615015 Al
[Al-Bukhari] o el (A
Commentary:

1. Al-Ghabn in Arabic means loss. What it really signifies is to sell something of one’s
own on less than its due price, or to buy something on its double or triple price. In both
cases one is a loser. When a person comes to know about such a loss, he repents and
feels sorry for it. This loss coupled with regret is called A-Ghabn. In this Hadith, man
has been compared with a trader, and the health and leisure enjoyed by him to
merchandise. One who uses his merchandise with care, gains profit while he who
wastes it, using it carelessly, will be a loser on the Day of Resurrection.

2. The majority of people do not take proper care of both these things, with the result
being that one wastes the time in useless activities and spends the physical strength
and energy in the disobedience of Allah. One will have to face severe consequences for
this on the Day of Resurrection when he will be brought to account for everything.

The Believer is always Grateful J

16. Abi Yahya Suhaib bin Sinén .,

P o el Sl 55 - 1Y
«e & reported that the Messenger of - )

(2]




Alldh # said, “How wonderful is the ”‘f s
case of a believer; there is good for him °/ © ‘

in everything and this applies only toa Y| =Y el L5 sed ARAKS
believer. If prosperity befalls him, he __-. , .. .. _¢
expresses gratitude to Alladh and that is :
good for him; and if adversity befalls il;} :CSL.o\ ol J ud (gt ,a- L§:

him, he endures it patiently and that is .y
, . ol «45 o5 51 s
good for him.” [Muslim] s ol (4 135 O o

Commentary: A Muslim is required to behave in poverty and prosperity, affluence
and hardship, in the manner stated in this Hadith. It means that to forget Allah in
prosperity, rather than being thankful to Him for His Favour is defiance of His Orders.
Similarly, it is unbecoming of a Muslim that in troubles and turmoil, rather than being
patient, he tends to weep and cry, complaining and grieving against the Will of Allah.

Practical Gratefulness

C-»
__v\

17. ‘Aishah e & s, said: The
Prophet £ would stand (in prayer) at
night so long that the skin of his feet J"U N (’}m & 9‘“5 ‘
would crack. I asked him, “Why do you E.:;a; ‘l.j I A J.h.n.*..
do this of Messenger of Allah, while
your past and future sins have been
forgiven?” He said, “Should I not be a Jb 1¢7 < l, (VY RCIWE u*f é:\f; &
grateful slave of Allah?” ¢ o, 7 28 0% 5 £ oz

[Al-Bukhiri and Muslim] " 5553 152 5810

Lg.owlg.p) ’“LE:).E«—\V

Jm|f;uj ét J,25 6 1ia

Commentary:

1. All the Prophets were free from such major sins. However, some religious scholars
justify some of their minor sins with plausible reasons but the majority of them
maintain that they are free from all sins because of their innocence. In this situation, it
does not make any sense to speak of their sins. But the fact of the matter is quite
different. Anything short of excellence done by them is counted as a sin.

2. The more one is rewarded by Alldh, the greater the extent of one’s gratitude to
Allah for His Benevolence should be. The best form of doing so is that one should not
only be highly obedient and dutiful in the performance of the obligations but also add
maximum voluntary prayers to them.
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The Gravest Sins

18. Narrated ‘Abdullah & 41 o5 A
man said, “O Allah’s Messenger! What
is the greatest sin with Allah?” The
Prophet & said, “To set up rivals unto
Allah though He (Alone) created
you.” The man said, “What is next?”
The Prophet £ said, “To kill your son
lest he should share your food with
you.” The man said, “What is next?”
The Prophet # said, “To commit
illegal sexual intercourse with the wife
of your neighbour.” Then Alldh re-
vealed in confirmation of that:

“And those who invoke not any
other ilah (god) along with Allah, nor
kill such life as Allah has forbidden
except for just cause, nor commit
illegal sexual intercourse — and who-
ever does this shall receive the punish-
ment. The torment will be doubled for

im...” (V.25:68,69) [A4l-Bukhari]

19. Abi Bakrah Nufai‘ bin Al-Harith
«s &l o, reported: The Messenger of
Alldh avg said, “Shall I not inform you
of the gravest of the major sins?” The
Messenger of Allah & asked this
question thrice. We said, “Yes, O
Messenger of Allah. (Please inform
us).” He said, “Ascribing partners with
Alldh and being undutiful to your
parents.” The Messenger of Allah &
sat up from his reclining position and

to.
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said, “And I warn you against making a
false statement and a false testimony; I
warn you against making a false state-
ment and a false testimony.” The
Messenger of Alldh # kept on
repeating that warning till we said:
We wish he would stop.

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

Commentary: This Hadith mentions some of the major sins. A major sin is one against

which there is a serious warning in the Noble Qur’an and Hadith. When disobedience

to parents is mentioned along with Shirk (polytheism), it makes the fact evident that

both of these are very serious sins. Similar is the case of telling a lie and false

testimony, which in the incident mentioned in this Hadith made the Messenger of

Allah £ leave his pillow and sit attentively. It indicates that the latter two are serious.

May Allah protect all Muslims from all such sins.

20. ‘Abdullahbin ‘Amrbin Al-“As .,
Lugs dbireported: The Messengerof Allah
#€ said, “It is one of the gravest sins to
abuse one’sparents.” Itwas asked (by the
people): “Oh Messenger of Allah! Cana
man abuse his own parents?”” The
Messenger of Allah & said, “Yes. He
curses the father of somebody who in
return curses his father; he then curses
the mother of somebody who in return
curses his mother.” [Al-Bukhdri and
Muslim]

Another narration states: The Mes-
senger of Alldh £ said, “One of the
major sins is to curse one’s parents.” It
was asked: “Oh Messenger of Allah!
How can a man curse his own
parents?” He # said, “When
someone curses the parents of another
man who in return curses his father;
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and when someone abuses the mother
of another who in return abuses his
mother.”

Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that one should not abuse anyone’s parents,
because if his parents are abused in return he will be responsible for disgracing his own
parents.

[ Signs of Hypocrites

21. Abl Hurairah «—— & s,
reported: The Messenger of Allah e Lt as T .
said, “There are three signs of a éétd! 4 JB HE )y ol
hypocrite: When he speaks, he lies; _1;3 ‘35 . _3_’@ Sis ‘Sl é‘)y\g
when he makes a promise, he breaks it; T \ .
and when he is trusted, he betrays his :"*‘ (Ol Zr95§| \3\; ¢l
trust.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim] A

Another narration adds the words: 2 .

“Even if he observes fasts, performs ) (;L:’ ‘1’1,3” :5932 633
Saldt and asserts that he is a Muslim.” KA Y

oy N Seoot [
cas Aol C‘./o) (oA u.:\ o - Y\

Commentary: A hypocrite is the one who professes Islam before the Muslims but
conceals hatred and animosity against them. This double-dealing is worse than Kufr.
This is the reason the Noble Qur’an has declared about them that they will be in the
lowest depths of the Hell. The hypocrites referred to here lived at the time of the
Prophet # and he was informed about them through Wahy (Revelation). It is very
difficult to identify this class of hypocrites in this age. It is almost impossible to know
the hypocrisy of Faith. The practical hypocrisy is, however, now very common among
the Muslims. It can be identified by the traits which have been stated in the Ahddith
about them. These traits are very common among many of the present-day Muslims.
Their conduct bears the marks of hypocrisy. This practical hypocrisy is, however, not
Kufr as is the case with the hypocrisy of Faith.

Yawning is from Shaitan

22. Abi Hurairah s &1 5, 57 4 s Enm ol B - XY
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reported: The Prophet # said, “Allah ; , , =« -y

- S ) g o)
likes sneezing and dislikes yawning. -~~~ albop du g
When any one of you sneezes and says 136 ¢ C;jL:.:.H Ay [wland)
‘Al-hamdu lillah (praise be to Allah),it . . <« _. , . .. .ss_.¢8 .
becomes obligatory upon every Muslim ol J W b de5 (’SJ"‘ e
who hears him to respond with ‘Yarha- d 5 w (.J...: :}3 P Gs
muk-Alléh (may Alldh have mercy on .
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you)’. Yawning is from the devil. When I i 7 Wj JA’.
one of you feels like yawning, he QEL‘J ISQ ¢ 9LL.§.J\ e 3 LN!_-;
should restrain it as much as possible, ¢ : . . . sés.
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for the devil laughs at you when one of P Cu:"“ v "“b VS
you yawns.” [Al-Bukhdri] Ba G Sl ‘._m_,

£
-

NS

_v\

——r\

"3 LU (tuLL.J!

Commentary: Sneezing lightens the mind of man, and makes him feels comfort in his
body. It is therefore something good and one should glorify Alldh for it. However,
yawning is indicative of gluttony, sloth and heaviness and is considered disagreeable.
The Prophet #£ commanded us to stop it either by closing our mouth or by putting our
hand across it in order to avoid an act which pleases Satan.

?é

23. Abl Sa‘id Al-Khudri «s &1 PETS :-5 _1,‘“ don d‘ 5 - YY
reported: The Messenger of Allah # o, e
said, “When one yawns, he should put ’l, ’“é? bl ‘)L’ TJB &
his hand over his mouth, otherwise the J; ot 1 1, V'% e &El:
devil will enter.” [Muslim]

A 2155 Q23 S G5 as
Commentary: At the time of yawning one should put his hand across his mouth. Itis a

disliked act or Makrith to yawn noisily, because this act pleases Satan. In other words,
we must not miss any chance to degrade and frustrate Satan.

Keeping Shaitan away

< S

24. Jabir <s 41 .5, reported: Lheard  :JG &8 &l 5] b= 85 - Y
the Messenger of ‘Allah & saying, “If a
person mentions the Name of Alldh : -
upon entering his house and eating, JW& & B3 « & J_,. 9 J:-:

Bp J% #8 @ 0,25 daas
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Satan says, addressing his followers:
“You will find no where to spend the
night and no dinner (here).” But if he
enters without mentioning the Name
of Alldh, Satan says (to his followers):
“You have found (a place) to spend the

SOV A At P Y PO P
}.ﬁ ;-:.3 N :521:2..23 :)LL.:J!
KA Y
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night,” and if he does not mention the .7 . . .o 5.6 2 .5

’ 135 cCwadl A3l ol
Name of Allah at the time of eating, o B e ("5/); ot i
Satan says: ‘You have found (a place) :JG wlb Xe J& &1 SE

to spend the night as well as food.””

(Muslim] e 2155 GLEANG S (03

Commentary: Here, we are told that in order to ward off Satan and his followers, we
are supposed to remember Alldh before entering our house and before beginning to
eat. The remembrance of Allah implies those appropriate prayers of the Prophet
which have been mentioned in Ahddith. For example, we are instructed to pronounce
the Name of Alldh before beginning to eat. On entering our house we recite the
following Prophetic prayer: “Alldhumma inni as’aluka khairal-mawliji wa khairal-
makhraji. Bismillihi walajna, wa bismilldhi kharajnd, wa ‘al-Alléhi rabbind tawakkalnd.”
(O Allah! I ask you for what is good of entrance and what is good for an exit. With the
Name of Alldh do we enter, and with the Name of Alldh do we leave, and upon our
Lord Allah have we put our trust.)

| Wudhu’ (Ablution) washes off Sins |

©

o db

25. Abi Hurairah —

T2 &1 o) amm Ll 36 - Yo
reported: The Messenger of Allah & S

said, “When a servant (of Allah)
Muslim or a believer washes his face
(in the course of Wudhu’), every sin he
has committed with his eyes is washed
away from his face along with the
water, or with the last drop of water;
when he washes his hands, every sin
they wrought is erased from his hands
with the water, or with the last drop of
water; and when he washes his feet,
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every sin towards which his feet walked ., - 22 . ._- -,

is washed away with water, or with the -~~~ JS: T

last drop of water, with the result that | é:Z S L) é:‘ ey

he comes out cleansed of all sins.” . 6.2 -s° s S

. e L a0 o W) 5

[Muslim) B e W

s

s 0135 (o g )

Commentary: This Hadith mentions the excellence of Wudhu’. Obviously a person

who performs Wudhu’ five times daily would be free from sins. Thus, Wudhu’ is a
means of both outward and inward cleanliness.

r How to proceed to Salat J
26. Abl Hurairah - &1 5, :dggm&?} ik ujbfé T
reported: I heard the Messenger of . .
Allah £ saying, “When the Igamah is  *) % Al Jp Eae

pronounced, do not come to it run-
ning. Rather, you should walk calmly
with tranquillity to join the congrega-
tion. Then pray what you catch and
complete what you miss.”
[4l-Bukhari and Muslim]

In Muslim it is added: The Messen-
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ger of Allah & said, “For when one of O,
you is walking to the Salar, he is - GHe & 3'63 hall J] desg 0
actually engaged in Salat.”

Commentary: This Hadith prevents us from running or walking hurriedly in order to
join a congregational prayer because this is undignified. Whereas, we are commanded
to be self-composed and dignified with regard to all matters. Secondly, when a believer
walks to the mosque after performing ablution at home, he is considered to be in a
state of Saldt. Thirdly, the first Rak‘ah he prays behind the Imdm will be counted as his
first Rak ‘ah, so he must make up for the Rak‘ahs he may have missed, if any, after the

Iméam has concluded his Salat.
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27. Abi Hurairah .- &l —20 :
reported: The Prophet £ said, “He P
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who goes to the mosque in the
morning or in the evening, Alldh
prepares for him a place in Jannah i

R TR D ARRIA]
b S ks ¥E &

whenever he goes to the mosque in the ..
morning or the evening.” [Al-Bukhari
and Muslim]

Commentary: This Hadith points out the merit of going on foot to the mosque for
Saldt, no matter whether one goes in the morning or the evening. In fact, the heart of a
Muslim should be attached to mosques and on account of this he should go there at all
the prescribed hours of Saldt to perform his Saldt in congregation.

e Al

28. Abli Hurairah —25 Ol 22 &l o S dj 55 YA

reported: The Prophet & said, “He o gtz oe iz g
who purifies himself (performs Wud- %2 & el G 1 JB g &)
ol b ol I A

hu’) in his house and then walks to one
36 (bl LSl G by 5 aald

of the houses of Allah (mosque) for
performing an obligatory Saldt, one
ki L5 ki) (Lipkd

step of his will wipe out his sins and
another step will elevate his rank (in PV
Jannah).” [Muslim] e 8135 €255 W85 Y
Commentary: This Hadith has an inducement for offering Saldt in the mosque and
explains the merit of doing so. The merit lies in the fact that one minor sin is pardoned
with every step that is taken towards the mosque and one’s status (in Jannah) is
enhanced by one degree. This Hadith also mentions the vastness of the Mercy and
Blessing of Allah.

J Sitting in the Mosque 1

29. Jabir bin Samurah < & s,

bl 25 el o i 85 - YA
reported: After the Fajr (dawn) prayer

the Prophet # used to sit crossed
legged in the same place (in which he
had prayed) till the sun had brightly
risen. [Abii Dawid and others with
authentic chains of narration.]
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Commentary: This Hadith tells us that it is commendable to stay in the mosque after

offering Fajr prayer with the congregation until sunrise. It also commends sitting cross-

legged.

Excellence of the Fajr and ‘Asr Prayers

30. Aba Hurairah .« &l s,
reported: The Messenger of Allah L
said, “There are angels who take turns
in visiting you by night and by day, and

so. . Zie3 o ..
s dul &b} EJJJ.A g;" S M Y.
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they all assemble at the dawn (Fgr) . 7 , _, | P
and the afternoon (‘Asr) prayers. o u;" “’)‘*'“"'""J ‘QLG'JL‘

P
$s50. %3

Those who have spent the night with T -

you, ascend (to the heaven) and Allah,

slaves?” They reply: ‘We left them
while they were performing Salat and
we went to them while they were
performing Saldt.”” [Al-Bukhari and ,
Muslim] T
Commentary: The angels for the night come at the time of ‘4sr when the angels for

P s 120

Who knows better about them, asks: ot V'GJ L“‘" o2 1 L-' el

‘In what condition did you leave My 2575 335 - - (”_j_;i 345
}.4...'9

the morning are present. This is how the angels of the two shifts assemble at this time.
The angels of the shift of ‘Asr leave their duty in the morning, and the angels of the
morning shift resume their duty when the pious persons are engaged in Fajr prayer.
This is how the two groups assemble again at that time. Thus, when the angels come or
20, the people who are punctual in their prayer are engaged in Fajr and ‘Asr. Almighty
Allah knows everything but even then He asks the angels about his pious slaves so that
the piousness of the believers and their merit and distinction become evident to them.

When to teach Children Salat

31. Sabrah bin Ma‘bad Al-Juhani 1% o $52 Fagd dl ¥y - M
«s &) .5, reported: The Messenger Yy T,
2 B 06 22 b1 L) 2eadl
of Allah # said, “Teach a boy Saldr J525 06 106 & 81 25 i
(the prayer) when he attains the age of  s3.2J| 7. .21 | ‘,.Uéa» (g A




seven years, and punish him (if he does
not offer it) at ten.” [4bii Dawid and
At-Tirmidhi who said it is a good
Hadith)

The narration in Abii Dawid states:
The Messenger of Allah #£ said,
“Order a boy to perform Saldt (the
prayer) when he is seven years old.”
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Commentary: Obviously only such teachers and parents can persuade the children to

perform Saldt who are themselves very strict about it. In the early period of Islim, one

could not even think of a Muslim who ignored it. It is very unfortunate indeed that in

the present-day Muslim societies, a large majority of Muslims are careless about this

fundamental religious duty. In such a state of affairs who would instruct and persuade

them to perform this major religious obligation?

| The Value of Dhikr

32. Narrated Aba Hurairah &1 ..
%z: The Prophet % said, “(There are)
two expressions (sayings) which are
dear to the Most Gracious (Allah) and
very easy for the tongue to say, but very
heavy in weight in the balance. These
are:

‘Subhan Allahi wa bihamdihi’ and
‘Subhan Allahil-‘Adhim’.” (Glory to
Allah and praise be to Him, and glory
to Allah The Most Great) [4l-Bukhari]
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, Remembering Allah at all Times 7

33. Abi Hurairah .+ &4 s,
reported: The Messenger of Allah P
said, “If anyone sits in a gathering
where he does not remember Allah, he
will bring grief upon himself from
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Allah (on the Day of Resurrection),
and he who lies down in a place where =2
he does not remember Alldh, will bring J,T o135 G 5l e 5.,13 et
grief upon himself from Allah (on the

Day of Resurrection).” [4bti Dawid)]
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Commentary: Man should remember Alldh on all occasions. This will establish and
cement his bond with Allah, keeping heedlessness away from his heart and mind. It is
heedlessness which prompts man to transgress Divine rules and limits, whereas the
remembrance of Alldh prevents him from indulging in backbiting and passing
slanderous remarks against people in their absence or reproaching and belittling
someone at a meeting. Unfortunately, such petty and negative out-pourings are
relished at chat sessions in our society. This generates grudge, ill-will and hostility in
hearts and splits up social cohesion and Islamic solidarity. Every Muslim should
therefore take care to avoid such gatherings.

Seeking Forgiveness Daily

34. Al-Agharr bin Yasar Al-Muzani :,,,2.!\ e o ;;y‘ 5 - v¢
«s &l -, narrated that the Messenger
of Alldh #£ said, “Turn you people in
repentance to Allah and seek His .l Sl I )f ! &.,L‘Jl Lg_ﬁ WY
Forgiveness. I turn to Him in repen- e P
tance a hundred times a day.” [Muslim) g3 SPGB ey eilly

s ol G55 &L

The Importance of Greeting |

35. Abdulldh bin ‘Amr bin ALAs oWl ¢y e o Sl 45 55 - YO
Lege 4l o, reported: A man asked the - sy
- . . L
Messenger of Allih #: “Which act in 3525 4 }\a-) © )
Islam is the best?” He i replied, “To  :JG $7:= o Syl :5\ ;“é% a.‘ul
give food, and to greet those who you . . PO I
know and those you do not know.” o J’; fw‘ ‘J"'j ‘fw‘ ==

[4l-Bukhari and Muslim] Cade G (O ,u (.J/ Y C..e}é

[40]




Commentary: Feeding the poor and destitute is an act of goodness, and so is fulfilling
the needs of the indigent. Greeting everybody (saying ‘As-Saldmu ‘Alaikum’), whether
an acquaintance or a stranger, is a good manner too. Both of these acts generate
mutual love and remove hatred and ill-will from hearts. All other forms of greetings do
not substitute for the Isldmic greeting.

36. Abi Hurairah «—._- &l

h}_";’) :; d)‘ L’;.p) oJJ}h J‘ ;'.;3 —"'l
reported: The Messenger of Allah &

said, “You will not enter Jannah until
you believe, and you will not believe
until you love one another. Shall I
inform you of something which, if you
do, you will love one another? Pro-
mote greetings amongst yourselves.”
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[Muslim) (s 3155 «(&1’; AN ‘r-“
Commentary: Iman is a prerequisite for entry to Jannah. Whereas mutual love among

Muslims is complementary to it, and this quality can only be attained by giving a social
character to the Islamic form of greeting; that is to say, ‘As-Saldmu ‘Alaikum.

Winning the Love of Allah |

37. Sahl bin Sa‘d As-Sa‘idi <= &1 s,
reported: A man came to the Prophet S e, .
# and said, “O Messenger of Allah, d“, Jxo Bl b &l &2
guide me to such an action which if I g
do it Allah will love me and the people ’
will also love me.” He £ said, “Have
no desire for this world, Allah will love
you; and have no desire for what
people possess, people will love you.”
[Ibn Majah and others. Some consider
it good and Albani said it is authentic
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in As-Sahihah. However, Mugbil Al- Bl ends bl el s
Wadi’i and Mustafa Al-‘Adawi con- e
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sider it unauthentic.]

Commentary: Zuhd (ascetism) does not mean renunciation of the world and
obligations of life. What it really means is that one should be contented with what he
possesses and rids himself of greed. Islam neither permits renunciation of the world
nor does it condemn genuine struggle to acquire wealth and riches. Therefore,
involvement in worldly affairs and struggle for lawful means of livelihood are not
against Zuhd. A person who is contented with the lawful means of income is a
distinguished person as all his activities are exalted to the level of worship. Similarly,
unconcern with the wealth and riches of others and ignoring them is a part of Zuhd
and contentment. One additional advantage of it is that such a person wins the love
and respect of the people because he who begs people, rather than Alldh, has to suffer
disgrace and is disliked by the people. The case of begging from Alldh is just the
opposite. The more a person begs Him, the more pleased He will be with him. In fact,
He is displeased if someone does not beg Him. This has been exquisitely stated in an
Arabic verse of poetry the meaning of which is:

“Do not stretch your hands before anyone for your needs, but beg from Him (Allah)
whose door is always open.”

“If a person does not beg Him (Alldh), He is displeased, while if one begs someone He
becomes furious.”

Arrogance bars from Allah

38. ‘Abdullah bin Mas‘ud s &l b, 25 250 o 41 X2 25 - YA
reported: The Prophet & said, “He 22 .. S g . s
. y . (P-JJY» (JG g o) e (a2

who has in his heart an ant’s weight of S = o
a7 <2 e . T4 e W%
arrogance will not enter Jannah.” &,5 Je a5 o OIS (5 &l

Someone said: “A man likes to wear - 54, ¢ s 4t
>3 o) s« s
beautiful clothes and shoes?” The Aoy d o2

,°f/ 7. - q: < 2 - / s
Prophet #% said, “Alldh is Beautiful alx; (Cos 3 0,5 o Cod
a~m.i Hc? loves bea?ty.'Arrogance means ¢ . 4- - &l o‘» L 36 e
ridiculing and rejecting the Truth and =2

despising people.” [Muslim] L 3 yv.” ™ JSJ\ real
b 155 0

Commentary: The Hadith says that a man who has even an iota of pride in his heart
will be barred from entering Jannah. The word Dharrah used for the smallest amount
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means in Arabic either the smallest ant or the particle which is radiated by sun-rays
and seen through a whole in the wall. Obviously, such a particle has almost a non-
existent amount, but even this much is disapproved by Allah. If pride incites a man to
deny the existence of Alldh and His Revelation, he is sure to be thrown into Hell. He
also faces Divine displeasure and the danger of infernal fire if mere consideration of
riches, physical beauty, social and intellectual prominence and family status makes him
proud and self-conceited and he looks down upon others, or persists in the denial of
Truth. First he will receive punishment and only after that will he be admitted into
Jannah. Good dress, however, is not considered the sign of pride.

Never belittle a Good Deed l

39. Abi Dharr «¢ & -, reported: s P Y
< < 3 gl e - Y8

The Prophet # said to me, “Do not P f‘;"’,) ’ "f uf o
belittle any good deed, even your (e 0% Y (g Ll J JG
meeting with your brother (Muslim) A A IR AR O e
$ ol s & |

with a cheerful face.” [Muslim] © P & 772
. r.La.A ol ‘,3 «é.:l.b ?3.,:

Commentary: Every deed approved by the Shari‘ah is considered good and rewarding,
No matter how seemingly small people may consider it, it must not be looked at from a
highbrow angle. Even to meet people cheerfully is one of the Islamic virtues, though it
may appear quite insignificant to some people.

Refraining from the Doubtful

40. An-Numén bin Bashir &1 s, 4l 55 25 o 0N 35 - &0
g heard the Messenger of Allah ¢ . . - ,. . _ . .
say, “What is lawful is clear and what is g Al dss - HJe )W
unlawful is clear, but between them are 0|5 ¢ I IS op 1 ).23
certain doubtful things which many $ 20 osce voo ot
people do not know. So he who guards ¥ oo & = fom r"’J !

< 7 @ ¥ ,Z 585870
against doubtful things keeps his re- 4! g‘:’ cg..l:.H e S u.@,:la:
ligion and his honor blameless. But he ot e el e st |
who falls into doubtful things falls into Rt ¢
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that which is unlawful, just as a é_} ‘9@1 o g} YY)
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shepherd who grazes his cattle in the -, . o s e
. . 3 15 Sl
vicinity of a pasture declared prohib- d’:’ Fr %"%/’J ,\5 ‘f‘

ited (by the king); he is likely to stray Y1 «ad &35 O syl sl
into the pasture. Mind you, every king ¢ . ¢ T
. [ NV < e |
has a protected pasture and Allah’s oY ) ¥ ‘f"% z ‘)ﬁ O
protected pasture is that which He has 3 of3 Y1 (&,l5s &l o>
declared unlawful. Verily, there is a . : o L7 Y P
. . o cl.o’ Codo 13 dnas AL

piece of flesh in the body, if it is % .
healthy, the whole body is healthy, and ~ J2d Gics 135 (&S Lozl
if it is corrupt, the whole body is . 500 B 2 sds s o
e (A -as IV tdS LS

corrupt. Verily, it is the heart” [dl- % =0 &5I Il s
Bukhari and Muslim) L&, UL ¢3L fasl3ss L ede

Commentary: There are such meeting-points between what is permissible and what is
not permissible in the matter of religion of which the majority of people are ignorant.
If man abstains from them, it means that he is keeping his duty to Alldh. Yet, if he is
involved in them without caring for what is allowable or unallowable, he may overstep
the Divine limits. Businessmen and traders are particularly warned here to avoid
things of a dubious nature and are urged to adopt only that pattern which is lawful.
Another important point underlying this Hadith concerns the heart. Its purity or
impurity directly affects the human conduct in a good or bad way. Therefore, it is
absolutely necessary to cleanse the heart of all evils and impurities, and this is not
possible without sound Faith and consciousness of Alldh.

41. An-Nawwis bin Sam‘dn &1 o, 55 Slas o W5 85 - €Y
«s reported: The Prophet & said, , , ,. . .
.. . ) s JB e sl .2 X2 &

“Piety is good manners, and sin is that H b g L L
- [P3 - 58 0

which creates doubt in your heart and  (&lis 3 S G (’,.’:\U} il

you do not like people to know of it.” |, | o o s .c T, .
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Commentary: Isldm lays much importance on courteous behaviour and also explains
and stresses its different aspects. To meet people cheerfully, to avoid causing trouble
to them, to try to make things convenient and comfortable for them, to do social
service, to extend co-operation to others in good things and to be generous, and to like
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for others what you like for yourself, are all forms of moral behaviour that are counted

as virtues in Isldm. All that is bad and vicious is considered by Islam as sinful. This

Hadith describes two signs of a sin. First, man should feel guilt in committing it.

Second, one does not like others being informed about it. The Hadith further tells us

that human nature leads man to correct conclusions and keeps him away from evils,

provided it has not been deformed by the environment and bad company.

42. Hasan bin ‘Ali g &1 s, said: 1
remember (these words) from Messen-
ger of Alldh & “Give up what is
doubtful to you for that which is not
doubtful.” [A¢-Tirmidhi and he graded
it good and authentic.]
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Commentary: This Hadith leads us to the conclusion that one must always avoid

doubtful things so that he does not do anything unlawful. This message is repeated in

another Hadith which says that he who has saved himself from doubts has in fact saved

his Faith and honour.

Rewards for helping Animals l

43. Abii Hurairah . & o,
reported: The Messenger of Alldh e
said, “While a man was walking on his
way he became extremely thirsty. He
found a well, so he went down into it to
drink water and then he came out.
Upon leaving it, he saw a dog which
was panting due to thirst. His tongue
was lolling out and he was eating moist
earth from extreme thirst. The man
thought to himself: ‘This dog is ex-
tremely thirsty as I was.’” So he
descended into the well, filled up his
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leather sock with water, and holding it
in his mouth, he climbed up and
quenched the thirst of the dog. Allah
appreciated his action and forgave his
sins.” The Companions asked: “Shall
we be rewarded for showing kindness
to the animals also?” He #£ said, “A
reward is given in connection with
every living creature.” [Al-Bukhari
and Muslim)

In the narration of Al-Bukhari, the
Prophet £ is reported to have said:
“Allah forgave him in appreciation of
this act and admitted him to Jannah.”

Another narration says: “Once a dog
was going around a well and was about
to die out of thirst, when a prostitute of
Banu Israel happened to see it. So she
took off her leather sock and lowered it
into the well. She drew out some water
and gave it to the dog to drink. She was
forgiven on account of her action.”
Commentary:
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1. This Hadith emphasizes the importance of kindness to every creature, even animals,
because Allah is pleased with such kindness.

2. Allah’s Quality of mercy and forgiveness is immensely vast. If He wants He may
forgive a person even for a minor good deed done by him.

The reward is of the same

nature of the Deeds

44. Abi Hurairah .+ &l 2
reported: The Messenger of Allah & 7 PR P
said, “He who removes from a believer ° o= ° RCLNE :’J‘ o
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one of his difficulties of this world, gt < SR o5

[46]
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Alldh will remove one of his troubles
on the Day of Resurrection; and he
who gives relief to a hard-pressed
person, Allah will make things easy
for him in this life and in the hereafter;
he who covers up (the faults and sins)
of a Muslim, Alldh will cover up (his
faults and sins) in this world and in the
Hereafter. Allah helps His slave as
long as the slave helps his brother; and
he who treads a path in search of
knowledge, Allah makes easy for him a
path leading to Jannah. The people
who assemble in one of the houses of
Allah, reciting the Book of Allah,
learning it and teaching it, there
descends upon them the tranquillity,
mercy covers them, the angels flock
around them, and Alldh mentions
them in the presence of those near
Him; and he who lags behind in doing
good deeds, his noble lineage will not
make him go ahead.” [Muslim]
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Commentary: Besides other advantages mentioned in this Hadith, we learn the

following from it:

1. It is an act of great merit to relieve a Muslim from his financial difficulty.

2. To strive for attaining religious knowledge is a highly meritorious act.
3. To recite the Noble Qur’an, make arrangement for its study and teaching, and hold

meetings for the understanding and elucidation of the message of the Noble Qur’an

are acts of great distinction and reward.

Humbleness is Rewardable

45. Abii Hurairah - &' —2)
reported: The Messenger of Allah
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said, “Wealth does not diminish by
giving Sadaqah (charity). Alldh aug-
ments the honor of one who forgives;
and no one humbles himself for Allah,
but Alldh will exalt him in ranks.”
[Muslim]

Zo.

112

Commentary: Apparently giving in Sadaqah (charity) decreases wealth, but Alldh

fairly compensates an almsgiver by increasing his wealth. Otherwise, he is sure to

receive the best recompense in the Hereafter which will make good his loss. Or, Alldh

blesses the rest of his wealth in such a way that the sense of loss is removed from his

mind. As for a lenient and humble attitude, it is sometimes mistaken by man for his

humiliation. But the Messenger of Allah #& calls such an impression as erroneous.

Indeed, humility increases his honor and dignity. And as regards the Hereafter, the

best reward is bound to come to him when he will be blessed with spiritual heights.

Helping Others J

46. Abd Hurairah - &1 .,
reported: The Messenger of Allah
said, “Every day the sun rises, charity
(Sadaqah) is due on every joint of a
person. Administering justice between
two people is a charity; and assisting a
man to mount his beast, or helping him
load his luggage on it is a charity; and a
good word is a charity; and every step
that you take (towards the mosque) for
Salat (prayer) is a charity; and remov-
ing harmful things from the road is a
charity.” [Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

In Muslim it is reported on the
authority of ‘Aishah Ly 4! > that the
Messenger of Allah #£ said, “Everyone
of the children of Adam has been
created with three hundred and sixty

so.
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joints; so he who declares the Great-
ness of Alldh (i.e., saying Alldhu
Akbar), praises Alldh (i.e., Al-hamdu
lillah), declares Alldh to be One (i.e.,
La ildha illallah), glorifies Allah (i.e.,
Subhan Allah), and seeks forgiveness
from Alldh (i.e., Astaghfirullih), and
removes a stone or thorn or bone from
people’s path, and enjoins good and
forbids evil, to the number of those
three hundred and sixty, will come
upon the evening that day having
rescued himself from Hell.”
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Commentary: This Hadith informs tells that even a person who does not have the

capacity to pay Sadagah (charity, alms, propitiatory offerings, etc.) can also pay it in

the manner prescribed above and earn its reward. Moreover, he can also pay alms for

the joints in his body.

Honoring Parents’ Friends

47. ‘Abdulldh bin Dindr « &l .,
reported:” Abdullah bin ‘Umar & L,
loge= met a bedouin on his way to
Makkah, so he greeted him, carried
him on the donkey he was riding and
gave him the turban he was wearing on
his head. Ibn Dinar said: We said to
him: “May Alldh make you pious!
Bedouins can be satisfied with any-
thing you give them (i.e., what you
have given the bedouin is too much).”
Upon this, ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Umar said:
The father of this man was one of

oo QB oAl we 125 -tV
Ol Uge &l o) sad o dlus

2526

5

e &

B agiys J dliE Ju proals

49




‘Umar’s friends whom he loved best,
and I heard the Messenger of Allah
saying, “The finest act of goodness is
the good treatment of someone whom
one’s father loves.”

Another narration goes: When ‘Ab-
dulldh bin ‘Umar lege &l ., set out to
Makkah, he kept a donkey with him to
ride when he would get tired of riding
the camel, and had a turban which he
tied around his head. One day, as he
was riding the donkey, a bedouin
happened to pass by him. He (‘Abdul-
1ah bin ‘Umar) said, “Aren’t you so-
and-so?” The bedouin said, “Yes.” He
(‘Abdullah bin ‘Umar) gave him his
donkey and his turban and said, “Ride
this donkey, and tie this turban around
your head.” Some of his companions
said, “May Allah forgive you. You gave
this bedouin the donkey which you
enjoyed riding for change, and the
turban which you tied around your
head.” ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Umar said, “I
heard the Messenger of Allah &
saying, ‘The finest act of goodness is
the kind treatment of a person to the
loved ones of his father after his
death,” and the father of this person
was a friend of ‘Umar «c 4l o 5
[Muslim]
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Commentary: This Hadith teaches that after the death of one’s parents, one should

maintain contact with their friends and treat them nicely. Besides being a great virtue
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it is warranted by the needs for showing compassion to relatives. To forget friends of
one’s parents and break contact with them is condemned by the Shari‘ah.

Kindness to Parents |

48. Abd Usaid Malik bin Rabiah 31 2% - ol 7555 - €A
As-S&idi «s &1 ., reported: We were , .
sitting with the Messenger of Allah i el an) o Al - el )
when a man of Banid Salamah came to S ji; :)_,;. CS 06 & & 55
him and asked, “Oh Messenger of .

Allah! Is there any kindness to parents J"' 5 s "‘ =R

left that I can show to them after their ! J 250 Ju; ;;L;, S0 .
death?” He # replied, “Yes, to pray  _,,¢ , . ..
for them, supplicate for their forgive- anl 25
ness, fulfil their promises after their | ;’,_;_;» JLA_, ('\-q.' s “
death, maintain the ties of kinshi Y o s
which cannot be maintained excepl: g ,La.".;....,\! 5 L"‘?‘l" sl
through them, and honor their 5‘13’3 CLaan G Laagd :‘L:‘-:l)
friends.” [Abii Déawid, and graded B S s s 3 P
weak (unguthentic) by Shaikh Al- ¢ l""§',' \(l Jes Y k.’:‘j ‘ = A
Albéni ] R (Lghis g;ﬁl,;
Commentary: We learn from this Hadith that one should consider the life of one’s
parents a blessing because their life provides one with an opportunity to serve them
wholeheartedly, which is ordained by Allah. If one wants to be nice to them after their
death, one should adopt the methods mentioned in this Hadith. It needs to be noted
that it does not mention the ceremonies like recitation of the Noble Qur’an on the
third, seventh and fortieth day after the death of a person, which is practiced in our
society. All these methods of conveying the reward of virtuous deeds or rites are
wrong for the reason that they are neither helpful for the dead nor the living. What
really benefits the dead as well as living, is prayer and begging forgiveness from Alldh.
In this Hadith, these have been regarded as acts of beneficence for the deceased
parents. It clearly means that the children will be rewarded for the virtuous acts they
do for their parents and the status of the deceased parents will also be elevated in the
next world. The acceptance of the prayer for the deceased parents is also confirmed
from this Hadith, which shows that death brings to an end all the activities, except the
following:
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Firstly, an ongoing Sadaqah (Sadaqah Jariyah); like the digging of a well, the building

of a mosque, etc.,

Secondly, knowledge which benefits Muslims; Thirdly, prayers of virtuous offspring.

49. ‘Abdulldh bin Masid «e & ),
reported: I asked the Prophet & ,
“Which of the deeds is loved most by
Alladh?” The Messenger of Alldh
said, “Salat at its proper time.” I asked,
“What next?” He £ replied,
“Kindness to parents.” I asked, “What
next?” He replied, “Jihdd in the way of
Allah.”

[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]
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Commentary: Performance of Saldt at the stated time means its performance in the

earliest prescribed time or at least during its stipulated time. One should not give

preference to mundane affairs over it. Saldt and Jihdd are the two most meritorious

duties of a Muslim. When nice treatment to parents is mentioned along with Saldt and

Jihad, it gives further importance to this injunction.

50. Abd Hurairah - &1 s,
reported: A person came to the
Messenger of Alldh £ and asked,
“Who among people is most deserving
of my fine treatment?” He & said,
“Your mother.” He then said, “Who
next?” “Your mother,” the Prophet &
replied again. He asked, “Who next?”
He (the Prophet &) said again, “Your
mother.” He again asked, “Then
who?” Thereupon he #& said, “Your
father.”

In another narration: “O Messenger
of Allah! Who is most deserving of my
fine treatment?” He #g said, “Your
mother, then your mother, then your
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mother, then your father, then your
nearest, then nearest.”
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim]

Commentary: This Hadith tells us that the rights of the mother are three times more
important than that of the father for the reasons that:
1. She is weaker than the father.
2. The following three troubles are borne exclusively by the mother while the father
does not share them with her:
a) She carries the baby in her womb for nine months,
b) The labor pain which she suffers.
c) Two years’ period of suckling which disturbs her sleep at night and affects her
health. She also has to be very cautious in her food for the welfare of the baby.

Kindness to Youth and Respect to Elders

51. Anas bin Malik —c 4l v, 4 oos Sl o u—-:‘ LE5 - 0
reported: The Messenger of Allah & LT

said, “If a young man honours an older =

person on account of his age, Alldh will gy ~ 2% \7 L g s 25 ‘; 3
appoint someone to show reverence to - '

¢ TR “0 23 s oo Y
him in his old age.” [Ar-Tirmidhi who G310 355 td Se G50 05 0
said that it is an irregular Hadith) et ot 1 J6;

Commentary: The reward of the noble behaviour mentioned in this Hadith is
confirmed by other authentic texts. [The Hadith is classified as Daif (weak)].

52. ‘Amr bin Shu‘aib.A_:_; 4»\ —2) ‘“‘u“war;&;J‘ oy
reported on the authority of his father

who heard from his father that the d}“') JG6 156 o B ) $d5 E
Messenger of Allah £ said: “He is not (:_;_ 5 "’j ° L;.g e i} g &
oneofuswhoshowsnomercytoouryoung L, _
onesanddoesnotacknowledgethehonor L’g*;S S h’;"—g e
due to ourelders.” [A¢-Tirmidhi and Abii
Dawid. At-Tirmidhi said it is good and s S
authentic. Anothernarrationstates: “the e Sl e HI JGS
right of our elders.”]
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Commentary: The words “(he) is not one of us” here mean that he is not following

the way of the Prophet #£. To show compassion to youngster means showing kindness

and generosity to them. On the same principle, it is essential for the young that they

respect the elders, the learned and the pious.

Kindness to Servants ’

53. Anas «s &l s, reported: I never
felt any piece of velvet or silk softer
than the palm of the Messenger of
Allah &, nor did I smell any fragrance
more pleasant than the smell of the
Messenger of Allah #. I served him
for ten years, and he never said ‘Uff
(an expression of disgust) to me. He
never said ‘why did you do that?” for
something I had done, nor did he ever
say ‘why did you not do such and such’
for something I had not done. [4/-
Bukhari and Muslim]
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Commentary: This Hadith reflects the sublime morality of the Messenger of Allah
that he never found faults with the doings of his worker nor did he ever scold him

during his ten-year-long service. To be sure, this is something unique in human history.

May the Ummah also adopt the refined way of living of its Prophet .

H Etiquette of Greeting |

54. ‘Imran bin Husain lge 41 o,
reported: A man came to the Prophet
#% and said: “As-Salamu ‘Alaikum
(Peace be upon you).” The Messenger
of Alldh # responded to his greeting
and the man sat down. The Messenger
of Alldh £ said, “Ten (meaning the
man had earned the merit of ten good
acts).” Another one came and said:
“As-Salamu ‘Alaikum wa Rahmatullah
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(Peace and the Mercy of Allah be
upon you).” The Messenger of Alldh
#& responded to his greeting and the
man sat down. The Messenger of Alldh
& said, “Twenty.” A third one came
and said: “As-Salimu ‘Alaikum wa
Rahmatullihi wa Barakituhu (Peace
and the Mercy of Allah and His
Blessings be upon you).” The Messen-
ger of Alldh # responded to his
greeting and the man sat down. The
Messenger of Alldh #& said, “Thirty.”
[4bii Dawiid and At-Tirmidhi. At-Tir-
midhi said it is a good Hadith.]
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Commentary: This Hadith shows that we can earn ten-fold good rewards by greeting a

person in the Islimic way. There will be a further ten-fold addition to it if we say, “As-
Salamu ‘Aldikum wa Rahmatulldh” &\ i), SJe 1 (Peace and the Mercy of Alldh
be upon you). And if we say, “As-Salamu ‘Alaikum wa Rahmatulléhi wa Barakdtuhu”
615 5y il da> )y oS (31 (Peace and the Mercy of Alldh and His Blessings be upon
you), thirty-fold good reward comes to us. But the Ahddith do not mention increasing

more words to Salém. So this much will suffice.

55. Abii Hurairah «-.¢ 4! —2
reported: The Messenger of Alldh &
said, “A rider should salute a pedes-
trian; a pedestrian should salute one
who is sitting; and a small group should
salute a large group (of people).” [4l-
Bukhari and Muslim]

A narration in Al-Bukhari adds: The
Messenger of Allah & said, “The
young should greet the elderly.”
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Commentary: The greeting of As-salamu ‘Alaikm should be uttered according to the

prescribed way. It is the situations that are given consideration here and not the rank

and status of the people.
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56. Anas bin Malk «— 4l s,
reported: The Messenger of Alldh &
said to me, “Dear son, when you enter
your house, say As-Salamu ‘Alaikum to
your family, for it will be a blessing
both to you and to your family.” [At-
Tirmidhi who said it is good and
authentic.]
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Commentary: Many people on returning home, feel belittled in saying As-Saldmu
‘Alaikum to their household. In fact, As-Saldm is a prayer for goodness, blessing and

peace, and one should have no complex about it.

57. Abii Hurairah «._«¢ 4! —2)
reported: The Messenger of Allah &
said, “When one of you arrives in a
gathering, he should offer Salam to
those who are already there, and he
should also do so when he intends to
depart. The first act of greeting is not
more meritorious than the last.”

[4bi Dawiid and At-Tirmidhi who said
it is good.]
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Commentary: We should offer As-Salam to those sitting in a gathering, on our arrival
as well as our departure. Both the greetings are essential. “The first act of greeting is
not more meritorious than the last” means that we should utter it on both occasions.

How to receive a Friend

58. Anas «s &l ., reported: A man
asked the Messénger of Allah g
“When a man meets his brother or
his friend, should he bow to him?” He
said, “No.” The man asked whether he
should embrace and kiss him? The
Messenger of Alldh & replied, “No.”
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He asked whether he should hold his
hand and shake it? The Messenger of
Alldh £ replied, “Yes.” [At-Tirmidhi o Euas 106
who said it is good.]

Saa 335 R 1J6 SakiLal;

Commentary: Here, we are clearly told that when two Muslims meet they are not
allowed to bow. Some say the bowing must not come down to the position as assumed
in Rukii‘. But the Hadith imposes a total ban on it. There is no question of more or less
degree of bowing, not to mention touching the knees and feet of anybody. Here
embracing has been prohibited too, but the prohibition is effective only if the kissing of
hands is also involved. Otherwise, some Ahadith allow embracing, particularly on
return from a journey or when two persons meet after a long time. Thirdly, the Hadith
is absolutely clear on handshaking. The question put to the Prophet #£ was about
taking a single hand to which he had replied in the affirmative. There was no reference
to taking or using both hands for handshake.

Hosting Guests J

59. Abli Hurairah .« & v, 2. & . .- sl Tz _ oo
reported: A man came to the Proi)het 4..;/ ‘i‘ wp) ,xﬁ fﬂ . o )
# and said: “I am hard-pressed by I i :;;3‘ ] JEIACSRNH
hunger.” He () sent a message to B (A (I
one of his wives who replied: “By Him :’fa& f’J/" JM: ¢
Who has sent you with the Truth, I &;Jlj LTS PG gl
have nothing except water.” Then he J‘ J:‘ i ;:
sent the same message to another s L
(wife) and received the same reply. o g;’-’/' cls
He sent this message to all of them i~ <5 N - .38 72 @
(i.e., his wives) and received the same J:N ,L’;jj b 1' s J= ué-ls
reply. Then he (i) said, “Who will 55! J&@ 2L V] gile U Gl
entertain this (man) as guest tonight?” JG @I G Jas Lo
One of the Ansar said: “O Messenger o
of Allah! I will.” So he took him home ~ ¢«4! J»&5 & Ul L@V fe 25

and said to his wife: “Serve the guest of SN JE . A2 vj| " :,lLl;
the Messenger of Allah #&.” . ” it y
|
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Another narration says: The Ansari
asked his wife: “Have you got any-
thing?” She answered: “Nothing, ex-
cept a little food for my children.” He
said: “Keep them busy with something,
and when they ask for food put them to
sleep. When the guest enters, extin-
guish the light and give him the
impression that we are also eating.”
So they sat down and the guest ate and
they passed the night hungry. When he
came to the Prophet ££ in the morning,
the Messenger of Alldh said to him,
“Allah has admired what you did with
your guest last night.” [Al-Bukhdri and
Muslim)
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Commentary: This Hadith describes a unique example of hospitality and kindness

liked by Allah. It imparts to man the sense of self-sacrifice and a feeling of fellowship.

H The Importance of depending on Allah

60. Ibn ‘Abbés Ly & ., reported:
The Messenger of Allah # said, “I was
shown the past nations. I saw a
Prophet who had a very small group
(less than ten in total) with him,
another Prophet who was accompa-
nied by only one or two men and some
did not have even one. Suddenly I was
shown a huge crowd and I thought that
they were my Ummah, but I was told:
“This is Misa (Moses) and his people,
but look towards the horizon.” I looked
and beheld a great assemblage. Then I
was told: ‘Look towards the other
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horizon.” I looked and beheld a great
assemblage. I was told: ‘These are your
people and amongst them there are
seventy thousand who shall enter
Jannah without being taken to account
or receiving torment.’ ” Then the
Prophet # stood up and went into
his home, and the Companions began
to guess who may be those people who
would enter Jannah without any ac-
counting or torment. Some said:
“Probably, they are the ones who kept
company with the Messenger of Alldh
& Others said: “Probably, they are
the ones who have been born as
Muslims and have never associated
anyone with Alldh in worship.” They
also mentioned some other things.
Then the Messenger of Allah &
came out and asked, “What are you
discussing?”” So they told him. He then
said, “They are those who do not make
Rugyah (blowing over oneself after
reciting the Qur’dn or some prayers
and supplications that the Prophet &
used to say) nor seek it, nor perceive
omens (i.e., they are not superstitious)
but trust in their Lord (Allah).” On
this ‘Ukashah bin Mihsan stood up and
asked: “Pray to Alldh to make me one
of them.” The Prophet & said, “You
are one of them.” Then another man
stood up and asked the same thing.
The Prophet #£ answered, “’Ukashah
has beaten you to it.”

[Al-Bukhdri and Muslim]
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Commentary:

1. This Hadith mentions the importance of faith in Allah, inducement for having trust
in Him and the distinction of people who have these qualities.

2. Although the practice of blowing over someone after reciting the Qur’an or
supplications of the Prophet # and medical treatment are permissible but they who
avoid them because of their extreme trust in Alldh and save themselves from bad
omen, enjoy a distinguished position.

3. These conditions of various communities were shown to the Prophet ££ in dreams
for the dreams of the Prophets reflect the truth, or by means of Revelation, or he had
witnessed them in the event of his Isrd (the Night Journey) and his Mi‘raj (ascension to
the heavens).

4. The followers of the Prophet & exceed the followers of other Prophets in number.

R o -

61. ‘Umar bin Al-Khattdb «e &| Lo, :J6 & &l fb5 <& 56 - 1)
said: I heard the Messenger of Alldh [ sec -, , . ..
i saying, “If you all depend on Alldh TS A e sl
with due reliance, He would certainly vﬁ;;}f .}ﬁ 35 :;; &l oi; 5 }i_%}:
give you provision as He gives it to L. PP . L
birds wh(? go forth hung?'y in the PN o et
morning and return with full bellies :JG; «gde JI oy, «f;u;,} ,C’:‘ES
at dusk.” [At-Tirmidhi who said it is
good]

Commentary: Trustin Allah does not mean that one should not use material resources.

A s -

. - 2

What it really means is that along with their due importance, one should have full trust in
Allah. Without His Will, material resources are of no avail. But nevertheless it is
necessary to have material resources because their procurement is also ordained by Him.
Birds do not keep sitting in their nests waiting for food but fly out in search of it.

The Value of Courtesy

62. Abid-Dardd s &1 25 Gl ju) L1550 &T L5 - Y
reported: The Prophet £ said, | T
“Nothing will be heavier on the Day &* W e 8 ool i
of Resurrection in the scale of the T 5201 Ol & :}g;f so
believer than good manners. Allah | & pxe T, e
hates one who utters foul or coarse &' Ob ‘53'1") ‘ o o aLa)

language.” [At-Tirmidhi who said that % Jes3 255 «:;_,'\j\ :};,.L;_h * 5
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is is good and authentic.] M RS
N Sl Egds 1)
Commentary: The most beneficial thing on the Day of Resurrection will be a
courteous behaviour which will outweigh all good actions. But that will be concerning
the case of a believer as there is no question of weighing a non-believer’s good actions.
Alldh Himself says in the Qur’dn: “So their works are in vain, and on the Day of
Resurrection, We shall assign no weight for them.” So a morally depraved and
nonsensical man will stand unfavored with Alldh, and this will be a sign of his
frustration and disillusionment in the Hereafter.

so.

63. Abli Hurairah oo &1 5, <& &1 58555 Gl 385 - W
reported: The Messenger of. Alla‘h kg G ,.Sl o & 3)3-'3 N JG
was asked about the deed which will be d
foremost in causing a man to enter the &1 35 :J6 SER) O JxX
Jannah. He replied, “Fear of Allahand ~ » ., . e .. - ,. 23, .
the good conduct.” Then he was asked Jh B BT 58 s (G s
about that thing which will admit a 5!} «TC;ZJIQ (’..231» @ S8 .0
man to Hell (Fire) the most and he
answered, “The tongue and the private
part (i.e., sexual organ).” [At-Tirmidhi
who said it is good and authentic.]
Commentary: This is also a very comprehensive Hadith. Fear of Allah really connects

02

I

a man to Him, and moral refinement prevents him from falling short of his duties to
people. To be sure, adherence to this two-fold practice will cause the entry of a lot of
people to Jannah. Many people, on the other hand, have a long, sharp and dangerous
tongue and this causes them to pour out heretic utterances and indulge in backbiting,
slandering and abusive and nonsensical talk. All this activity leads to Hell. As for the
private parts, a loose and unrestrained attitude incites one to indulge in immoral
pursuits. In both these cases countless people will be led into Hell. For this reason it is
imperative for everybody to develop Tagwa (consciousness of Allah / fear of Alldh )
and refined behaviour, and shun the wickedness of the tongue and sexual organs so
that his life in the Hereafter may not be ruined.

L Hand-Shaking effaces Sins ‘

64. Al-Bard’ «c &1 s reported: The  :JG & &1 ») 1500 85 - ¢
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Messenger of Alldh # said, “No two
Muslims meet and shake hands except
that their sins are forgiven (by Alldh )
before they depart.” [4bii Dawiid, and
graded Sahih (authentic) by Shaikh Al-

S & 2 -~ T4

e Lo i (@l Jyl) JB
2 @ < -7 . /../5/ LRI}
He ] Qbslals oLEl il

L s s 48 % %F ceT Ls%
agls 2TA55 6 AG o1 s Ly

Albéni.]

Commentary: Herein, we are told that Alldh forgives the minor sins of the two
believers who shake hands. However, major sins cannot be forgiven without heartfelt
repentance with its conditions. As for our duty towards our fellow-humans, it is
inescapable and a failure in this regard is not forgiven. To sum up, when two Muslims
meet and shake hands, two benefits accrue to them. Firstly, their mutual love
increases, and secondly, their minor sins are pardoned by Allah.

The Consequences of
Truthfulness and Lying

S0

65. ‘Abdullah bin Masdd «e &1 o, < 41 G35 25450 1 o6 - e

reported: The Prophet £ said, “Truth L TR TR T
leads to piety and piety leads to "’;%& dJ’:‘J‘ o 'tjb :“gg “;:“ uf
Jannah. A man persists in speaking <%l J| gig ;;J‘ oy 2 I
the truth till he is written with Allahas -2 - -2s 8. %2 .7 <3¢, % .
truthful. Falschood leads to wicked- - e S g ol
ness and wickedness leads to the Fire J

(Hell), and a person persists in telling uj
lies until he is written with Allah as a
liar.”

i SO (Bl A

0. . 3738 % L s 4%
é:\ﬁ J‘,ac.aﬂ u‘g} ggﬁuﬂ\
L LS B b b
Cade S (1S &1 A I

Commentary: Siddig (truthful) and Kadhdhab (liar) both are adjectives of intensive
degree. That is to say, the words stand respectively for someone whose truth has

€
4
€
4

3 €\

[4l-Bukhari and Muslim]

become his second nature; and in the opposite case, one is a liar who is in the habit of
telling lies. As one acquires a reputation in this world for his good or bad deeds similar
is his position before Allah. One who is ranked among the truthful with Him is entitled
to reward, and if one is a liar, he has to suffer retribution for it. This Hadith provides
incentive for truthfulness because it is a source of every good deed and contains a
warning against lying as it gives rise to all kinds of mischief.

[e2]




Good Friends and Neighbours J

66. ‘Abdulldh bin ‘Umar Lge &1 5, 4, 55 i o bz 525 -
reported: The Messenger of Allah & )
said, “The best of companions with 35 ! dj—*‘) JU J6 uge
Alléh is the one who is best to his JL;:» & i &J‘ AN ;;,)
companions, and the best of neigh- i
- ° S0 7

bours to Alldh is the one who is the & 01521 ) 5 caxlal oals
best of them to h.is neighbour.” [A4t- 3155 o Ls) ("; ses J}L’_’ &l
Tirmidhi who said it is good.] g

e g_..:J;- JGs 6-‘»“,-1‘
Commentary: Companion is a common word which includes companions on a
journey and in one’s locality. Muslims are ordained to treat all of them nicely. But
one’s neighbour has precedence over others. Nice treatment to him is the best means
to attain a distinctive place with Allah.

Good Words protect from Fire

67. ‘Adi bin Hatim — -+ & s,
reported: The Messenger of Allah g ..
said, “Guard yourselves against the Fire ‘» 3 4 JJ—-’J J6 06 &
(of Hell? evc?n if '1t be 0f11y with l.1alf a 434 ;’J g;_, 3};_' &;.; )J} jLE.H
date-fruit (given in charity); and if you .
cannot find even that, then with a good ol Ga «‘}:‘\’ 5,;,1_{:,
word.” [4l-Bukhari and Muslim]

Commentary: This Hadith highlights the point that Sadagah has great benefits and
even in its minimum scope and quantity it can ensure our safety against Hell-Fire. We

m;,;,; r;t;;,,:;;ag,;-w

are told that if we do not have even a single date or half of it to give to a needy person,
we can manage to have the same benefit by talking to him in a compassionate tone,
provided we have Faith in our heart.

The Good Company

68. Abd Masa Al-Ashari <o 1 s, 85 6,*-»3“ o @‘ 555 - A
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reported: I heard the Prophet &
saying, “The similitude of good com-
pany and that of bad company is that
of the owner of musk and of the one
blowing the bellows. The owner of
musk would either offer you some free
of charge, or you would buy it from . . . -.¢ & So oo 0F 5
2 - | ¢ IS
him, or you smell its pleasant fra- bf A5 OF Ly e gl 0 L”l;’
grance; and as for the one who blows Ol
:‘:'f

Ja Cpocos s g M g
cesdl bl RGN il
Ny I AT (VP 4

the bellows (i.e., the blacksmith), he
either burns your clothes or you smell : z

a repugnant smell from him.” [Al- e i «if.;l: )
Bukhari and Muslim] ’

Commentary: This Hadith enjoins that one should sit in the company of the pious

oy “ s
e ‘
st L’;"i

persons and avoid the impious ones because the former has the quality of a perfume
seller and the latter of a blacksmith. In the association of pious men, one stands to
gain all the time and ultimately becomes like them. In bad company one is out-and-out

a loser and can never hope to gain any benefit from them.

Good Manners

69. Abl Hurairah «e &1 s,
reported: The Prophet # said, “He
who believes in Allah and the Last Day
let him show hospitality to his guest,
and he who believes in Alldh and the
Last Day let him maintain good rela-
tions with his kin, and he who believes
in Alldh and the Last Day let him
speak good or remain silent.” [A4l-

Bukhari and Muslim]

Y
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Commentary: To honor a guest means to welcome him cheerfully, entertain him
happily according to one’s capacity, and have full regard of his comfort and rest. As for
our relatives, we are supposed to treat them nicely and to do our duty towards them.
Reserve in speech implies that we should avoid senseless and irrelevant talk. We are

o]




apt to pass most of our time in the remembrance of Allah, seeking His forgiveness and
saying what is good to everybody. Or we had better keep silent. These three qualities
are possessed by those people who believe in Alldh and the Day of Reckoning.

In other words, those who lack these qualities only expose their weak and imperfect
Faith.

L Lying down on the Belly

70. Ya‘ish bin Tikhfah Al-Ghifari
«s &l s, reported: My father said: I
was lying down on my belly in the
mosque when someone shook me with
his foot and said, “Lying down this way
is hated by Alldh.” I looked up and saw
that it was the Messenger of Allah .
[Abi Dawiid, however it was graded

Sl B o i 585 - Ve

Gl 0 7 06 106 & a1 oo
1;!&&;»&&!@@&&
odn Ol/” ) 5.}; qf};u’ J=5
NN HE Y (R Eh A

weak by Al-Albani in Sahih Abi 0 s 435 EE I Jul 13
Dawud and Mugbil Al-Wadi1 also e 3L
declared it weak.] & =

Commentary: To sleep in a prone position is extremely repugnant and the Messenger
of Alldh £ has forbidden it.

[ Avoid this Position J

71. Ash-Sharid bin Suwaid <+ 4! 4,
reported: The Messenger of Alldh &
passed by me when I was sitting with
my left hand behind my back and
leaning on my palm. On seeing me in
this posture he said, “Do you sit like
those upon whom the Wrath of Alldh
has descended?” [Abii Dawid with an
authentic chain of narration]
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Commentary: The Jews and Christians are the people upon whom came the Wrath of
Allah. Muslims have been prohibited from copying their example. But unfortunately
they now take pride in imitating them in every matter and think it necessary for
worldly progress.

Fair dealing and loans ]

72. Jabir «e &l s, reported: The O] (22 4| G55 E GES - VY
Messenger of Allah ¢ said, “May ,
Allah show mercy to a man who adopts Wl o)) 1J6 3 bl d
a kind attitude when he sells, buys and ,«.»\ 151 55« CL’ | _ﬂ s )b-)

demands for the repayment of loans.” . -
[Al-Bukhari] SR ARe [RH

Commentary: “Adopts a kind attitude when he sells, buys, and demands for the
repayment of loans” means that the buyer purchases in such a manner that the seller
does not suffer any loss, and the seller sells his goods in such a way that the buyer does
not feel any irritation. This also means that he feels so liberal that if the buyer wants to
return what he has purchased he should accept it. Another meaning of this is that
while making a purchase the customer pays more than the due price and the seller
gives more goods than are due against the price that he receives. Moreover, if one has
to get his claim from someone, he should do it in a polite manner. In no case should
one cross the limits of civility. If the debtor is poor, he should be given more time for
the repayment of his debt, or the loan should be remitted, as it will be in accordance
with the Qur’dnic instruction that “If you remit by way of charity, that is better for
you.” (2:280)

73. Abi Qatddah — = &\ ., i 4 425 38 @‘ LE5 - VY
reported: The Messenger of Allah & o , .
said, “He who likes Allah to deliver kq{-“z ¢ bl d,;w) Cxel 1JB
him from the calamities of the Day of 9;5 S & :_:_;w’f ui 2% - o

Jpsd
Resurrection, let him either give re- s o . gt "’KIJ .
spite to a debtor in straitened circum- N 7 OF il &l L
stances or grant him remission (of il 3135 (A2 =

loans).” [Muslim]

Commentary: One meaning of the word “Falyunaffis” (_-x) is to defer demanding
payment of the amount from the one who may be in straitened circumstances, until
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such a time when he has sufficient means to pay his debts. Another meaning is to
relieve the debtor of the trouble he is in by giving him some money so that he can
settle his debt with it. Such sympathetic attitude will save that person from the tensions
of the Day of Judgement when everyone will be tense with worries and anxieties.

Seeking Permission

74. Abll Miisa Al-Ash‘arl we &l o, 55 5,239 o0 Ll 5e; - Ve
reported: The Messenger of Allah ¢~ =~ » .
said, “Permission is to be sought thrice. R 4»}\ Jsil B b &
If it is granted, you may enter; other- S 306« RN 3|_135_;y|»
wise, go back.” [4l-Bukhari and Mus- o, 25 31;
lim] cade Gaa (a6 Y]

78. I(gd;lh bindAL-H;nballlw bl u_;; A 85 J->~J| o ,_US e - Vo
reported: I visited the Prophet £ an R P .
entered his house without giving the oo =i i b“J best roe
greetings of peace. So he said, “Go @.3\» e &J\ JG . ("L" VJ3
back and say: ‘As-Salimu ‘Alaikum ¢ s, o s
(may peace be upon you). May I come SRR J" > ("i‘b Sl J&
in?” [Abt Déwiid and At-Tirmidhi. At- S s 106 Gde 1y 413
Tirmidhi said it is good.]
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76. Jabir «= &1 o, reported: I went i &2 &l S5 2 HE5 - VR
to the Prophet #£ and knocked at the 0z ) 200
door (to seek permission). He asked, ‘uL..H SRR :",“J ‘
“Who is there?” I said: “I”. He :J& Gi : 2% «o1 Lo :jlj_;
repeated, “I, I?!” as if he disliked it. I 2 e aec
[Al-Bukhdri and Muslim] e sl s LB RL

;

sz
fi <€

Gh

Commentary: At the doorstep, the visitor should disclose his identity to the host.
Secondly, to knock at the door or to ring the door-bell is tantamount to seeking
permission to enter the house. When the host comes out, the visitor should first offer
him As-Salam.
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Sitting in the Assembly

o -~

< N 707

77. Hudhaifah bin Al-Yaman &1 s, @' (25 oWl o add> 525 - VY
4..9 reported: The Messengef of. Alldh e A 4 3,25 O a2z
#& cursed the one who sits in the . S B
middle of people’s circle. [4bi Dawid 29" ! e\3 sl iy s
with a good chain of narration.] e 3E2L
Commentary: Herein, we are told that a man must not push himself into the circles of
some sitting people as this shows no consideration for their feelings. A Muslim should
not intrude on other people’s personal affairs.

78. Jabir bin Samurah Lge 4l s,
reported: Whenever we came to the B P .
gathering of the Prophet &, we would 3 :CJ‘ Lol 5] LS -Ju e
take the first available seat. [4bd  Jf {35 | &5 é*;_
Dawid and At-Tirmidhi. At-Tirmidhi A
said it is good.] o S B el oyl

Bl 85 5 BE5 - VA

Commentary: This Hadith throws light on social etiquette. If somebody comes to
participate in a meeting, he should not behave in a rustic manner by crossing over the
heads of the sitting people. Nor should he attempt to forcibly put himself in the place
of another person.

Etiquette of Eating

o -3 S~

79. ‘Umar bin Abi Salamah &1 s, f o3 58 ais Jf 055 - v
«¢ reported: I was a boy under the care P P
— Yi . | o
of the Messenger of Alldh %, and my I3 ) i S
hand would wander about in the dish. 2> 3 UGMé &5 :J6 £ &
So the Messenger of Allah & said to 5, 2 _ scz. o . 5.
= LA RPN RGN (- |
me “Oh boy! Mention Allah’s Name -, ¢ u/ 7 ’% /‘w Q}«' ’
(ie, say Bismillih before you start &l Jso) J J&b (il 3

&




eating), eat with your right hand and 2 "
(RIS

eat from what is near to you.” I always JSJ ‘ d’ W @ )\9 =

followed this way of eating after this EJN5 B) s «J.L Lu JS ) u.l...u

incident. re. .
A . Lale Sae L AR ;-.«.’.b’ d.,UJ
[Al-Bukhari and Muslim] - C T -

Commentary: This Hadith brings the following points into focus:

1. Teaching good manners and morals to the children.

2. One must start his meals with Bismilldh (begin with the Name of Allah) and take his
share of food from the side of vessel in front of him, if all are eating from one vessel. If
there are many varieties of fruit on the table then one can choose freely.

3. If a child makes any mistake, he should be corrected right away because that proves
more effective and is engraved in his mind and heart.

80. Abi Umamah .« 4! —2 2 .
reported: Whenever the Prophet & LT T,
finished his meal, he would say: “dl- <L &’3 ‘5‘5 ols % Z;.J‘ ol
hamdu lillahi kathiran tayyiban mubadra- @3 oL
kan fihi, ghaira makfiyyin wa la mu- )
wadda‘in, wa la mustaghnan ‘anhu, Y5 ‘é}*‘ Yj f;‘-i:‘ }"’ cag
Rab‘bund. '[All'praise is due to Allah, d)‘a—-“ 255 L’f} o fizes
praise which is abundant, good, and
full of blessings, which is indispensable,
not left off and to which one cannot be
indifferent. (He is) our Lord.].” [A4l-

Bukhari)

Commentary: This Hadith mentions a supplication which the Messenger of Allah
used to recite after taking his meal. The economy of words was the essence of the
Prophet’s eloquence as displayed here. To supplicate this Prophetic prayer after taking
a meal is recommendable.

81. Salamah bin Al-Akwa‘ «c 4l 2 Al J,) C«’SY‘ AN
reported on the authority of his father: . E "
A man ate with his left hand in the &' 930 Lo Jo S5 o

presence of the Messenger of Allah &, «._51,;.,:9;{ <’Ls» ()G cJlis, g
whereupon he said, “Eat with your . co g o
P A T & NN T
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right hand.” The man said: “I cannot  .: ,,. ° & »s... . . .5.,
do that.” Thereupon he (the Prophet SN Y!/ i bt
) said, “May you not be able to do - e o3y L ad ujl Lg,:.;j
that.” It was arrogance that prevented

him from doing it and thus he could

not raise it (the right hand) up to his

mouth afterwards. [Muslim]

Commentary: In light of this Hadith, we are supposed to keep table manners in our
focus and also urge others to observe them. Furthermore, it is extremely undesirable
to deny a reality out of sheer arrogance as it incurs the displeasure of Allah. We are
also informed of a miracle of Messenger of Alldh #£ whose supplications were
instantly answered.
82. Wahshi bin Harb we &l s, @1 05 0 o Z555 (e - AY
reported: Some of the Companions of . U
AL i ont e Ll ol
the Messenger of Allah £ said: “We = , Iyl @ © ,
. 858 @ 5 i P <
eat but are not satisfied.” He # said, Y JSU U] la&l Jz25 € 1)
“Perhaps you eat separately.” The . 2 ... . 2 s.ox
. Lo . . (0 98 =5 r_{bd.é» tJB oo
Companions replied in the affirmative. > J & K
He then said: “Eat together and  _J& |soisl6 :JG e 16
mention the Name of Alldh over your - . 30 Lot
S0 cdl Gl 1575305 ‘,S.a b
food. It will be blessed for you.” [Abi 2= S e D S35 oS
¢ .o 2
Dawid) a0y ol el3) (ad (,_Q

‘? S0

3
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83. Ibn ‘Abbas Luge 41 -, reported:  LE2 &l 5 Sl 585 - AY
The Messenger of Allah #£ said, 7 ,. 2 o 2. .2 e

. = 0 kAL S SN J6 2 A 2
“Blessing descends upon food in its 7 df" » d“ e Rey }’p
middle, so eat from the sides of the V) «B5 ‘o 1,156 crl.;.la.ll
vessel and do not eat from its middle.” ¢ . Tosse
N i s ol o135 takaly ‘e 15U

[At-Tirmidhi and Abii Dawid. At-Tir- 27 2 °22 7525 Of S
midhi said it is good and authentic.] et e RSESEN AN WP
Commentary: This Hadith tells us that if a few people or members of the same family
recite the Name of Alldh and take a meal at the same table, they will get a double

benefit. Their hunger will be satisfied and their subsistence will be given the Divine
blessing. And if they do otherwise, the result will be the opposite.

(7]




84. AbiliJuhaifah Wahb bin ‘Abdullah
«s &1 ., reported: The Messenger of :
Allah # said, “I do not eat reclining  4b! d,..») J6 U6 2 & 25 A

(against a pillow). 6)w‘ 255 ¢ ‘;:_ JS‘ NURE

[Al-Bukhiri]

Commentary: What is meant by reclining? There is a difference of opinion on it.
Some say that it means leaning on one side, whether right or left, or against the wall.
Imam Al-Khattdbi takes it in this sense that somebody should lay out a mattress and
sit on it comfortably as one sits cross-legged. The Messenger of Allah # used to take
hardly an adequate meal. Ibn Hajar says that one should sit with the right knee drawn
up and the left one bent down.

85. Jabir «e & s, reported: The of 2 a ;,é; J,l}f LE5 - Ao
Messenger of Alldh # commanded Z PR . ..
the licking of fingers and the dish, > s
saying, “You do not know in which O ).b y (,.i;l/» :dLSj Cias2ll)

portion of your food the blessing lies.” s 2o towE
[Muslzm] V.L..A ol‘,) ((ASJ,:J‘ r.gfl.t.b :s‘ L.é

Commentary: This Hadith underlines the wisdom behind licking the fingers and the
vessel. The eater never knows whether a blessing is present in what has been eaten by
him, or whether the particles sticking to his fingers and the vessels contain it. Those
particles, therefore, should not be wasted; they should be made part of the food by
being licked. They may contain a blessing and prove more useful for the eater’s health
and strength. Moreover, by this way he escapes disregarding the Bounty of Alldh.

86. Jabir <« & ., reported: The :JG £ & J,25 5
Messenger of Allih & said, “When a o5 8 o 3 LE S . 2.
morsel of any of you falls, he should
pick it up and remove whatevermaybe 331 = g oS L Je_g.;.l_;
harmful on it and then eat it. He - Lt P 0s8 o
should not leave it for Satan nor :
should wipe his hand with a napkin Gl 2= LLeJL ol —
until he has licked his fingers, for he i ,

w £ 5. £
‘ .
does not know in what portion of the ¢ P eR g P
food the blessing lies.” [Muslim] - e 8135 (@S J alib
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Commentary: This Hadith tells us to pick up a fallen morsel and eat it after cleaning
the dirt that may have stuck on it. This marks the expression of humility overcoming
Satan as well as getting the blessing. Present-day Muslims hardly care for this directive
of the Messenger of Alldh £ because they think that this act will bring disgrace and
dishonor upon them. To make matters worse, they throw away a large quantity of
unconsumed food in street dumps and dunghills and drains. They even deem it
necessary to leave over some food in plates and dishes, rather than licking them. What
a pity. The Muslim community has gone far away from the teachings and excellent
example of their Prophet !

o -~

87. Ibn ‘Abbis Lge &1 s, reported:  Lgé bl 25 L ol GBS - AV
The Messenger of Allah £ said, “Do . oz
not drink in one gulp like a camel, but bk e d}“ ’ JB ud
in two or three (gulps). Mention the uﬁ.ﬁ ‘,.a..!\ uj...S 1315 Py 1“
Name of Alldh (i.e., say Bismillah)
when you start drinking and praise )

Him (i.e., say Al-hamdu lillah) after r‘" 5] 153815 ptg HC r‘"
you have finished (drinking).”
[At-Tirmidhi who said it is good.]

B e S A

3. 0 2ol
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Commentary: This Hadith prohibits us from drinking water in a single breath. It is
preferable to say Bismillih every time we drink, and Al-hamdu lillih every time we
finish drinking.

88. ‘Aishah s & ., reported: ... . e Tz ec-
- =l sl - AA
The Messenger of Alldh #£ said, Lf: i ot
“When any of you wants to eat, he JSI 15 Sy 1 4 J Py Ji

"

should r.ner‘ltion tpe Name (_)f All:?th (in ob . QJL,., &l - ‘ JS w rs T
the beginning), (i.e., say Bismillah). If )
he forgets to mention Allah’s name in uJL’G ! ‘;.A JS i o G

the beginning, he should say Bismilldh ~ ». .7- s of
awwalahu wa dkhirahu (I begin with dﬂ V-N M o5l
the Name of Allih at the beginning EEEN Gy 3,03 S5
and at the end).”” [At-Tirmidhi and ...
Abi Dawiid. At-Tirmidhi said it is good K as
and authentic.]
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Commentary: This Hadith provides us a concession. If we have forgotten to pronounce

the Name of Allah before beginning to eat, we can do it during eating or in the end.

The Barakah of sharing Food |

89. Abl Hurairah . & s,
reported: The Messenger of Allah e
said, “The food for two suffices for
three; and the food for three suffices
for four persons.” [Al-Bukhdri and
Muslim]

In Muslim, Jabir <= &' .5, narrated:
The Prophet # said, “The food for
one person suffices for two, the food
for two suffices for four, and the food
for four suffices for eight persons.”
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Commentary: We are told that if on some occasion a host feels that the prepared food

is too little to feed his guests, all of them should willingly share it with each other. This
will be both blessing and rewarding from Allah.

The Excellence of Predawn Supplications

90. Narrated Aba Hurairah 41 -4
“z: Allah’s Messenger #% said, “Every
night when it is the last third of the
night, our Lord, the Exalted, the
Blessed, descends to the nearest hea-
ven and says: ‘Is there anyone to
invoke Me that I may respond to his
invocation? Is there anyone to ask Me
so that I may grant him his request? Is
there anyone asking My forgiveness so
that I may forgive him?’ ” [Al-Bukhari]
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L Supplication upon leaving Home J

91. Umm Salamah Lg-e &1 s,
reported: Whenever the Prophef o
stepped out of his house, he would say,
“Bismillah, tawakkaltu ‘alallih. Alla-
humma inni a‘ddhu bika an adhilla aw
udhalla, aw azilla aw uzalla, aw adhlima
aw udhlama, aw ajhala aw yujhalu
‘alayya. (I begin with the Name of
Allah, I trust in Allah; Oh Allah! I seek
refuge in You from going astray or
being led astray; or slipping or being
caused to slip; or doing injustice or
being done injustice; or being ignorant
or having ignorance done to me).”

[Abi Dawid and At-Tirmidhi re-
ported it. According to At-Tirmidhi,
this Hadith is good and authentic. Its
wording is from Abii Dawid.]
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L Supplication for ending a Meeting J

92. Abl Hurairah . = &1 s,
reported: The Messenger of Allah ¥
said, “Whoever sits in a gathering,
indulges in useless talk and before
getting up supplicates: ‘Subhdnaka
Allahumma wa bihamdika, ash-hadu
an la iléha illi Anta, astaghfiruka wa
atibu ilaika (Oh Alldh You are free
from every imperfection; praise be to
You. I testify that there is no true god
except You; I ask Your forgiveness and
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turn to You in repentance),” he will be . s
forgiven for (the sins he may have
intentionally or unintentionally com-
mitted) in that assembly.” [A¢-Tirmidhi
who said it is good and authentic.]

Commentary: A senseless, boisterous talk, not related to the life to come is
unprofitable and blameworthy. But since it is a small sin, it may be pardoned if one
sincerely repents of it. Yet, it cannot be classified under the head of major sins and
human-rights violations which are unpardonable. Scholars unanimously agree that
those sins which can be forgiven upon sincerely reciting the above-mentioned
supplication are minor sins which relate to the violation of Allah’s rights, as evidenced
by other Ahadith.

93. Ibn ‘Umar Luge &1 v, reported: L2 bl 55 a8 o oF - A
The Messenger of Al'lah g and, “Po f . W % &) d d@ €
not ask someone to give up his seat in j
order to take it, but make accommo- u...la.? (',5 ads )bj (’5 <
dation wide and make room.” It was €7 o | 28l w
Ibn ‘Umar’s habit that if a person left o ? )M g yw ERC ST
his seat for him, he would not take it.  awlses 2o o5 & ru 15 522 ool

[Al-Bukhdri and Muslim o o
[ ] oo G ad i o

Commentary: Herein we are told that the space of meeting should be wide enough to
accommodate every participant. None should feel the space problem. Good manners
disallow a newcomer to get a seat vacated for himself by force, no matter if the
occupant is someone inferior. Yet, there is nothing undesirable if the latter willingly
vacates the seat for a superior. Ibn ‘Umar Ly &! ., would never agree to availing
even a willing offer in this respect. Obviously extreme Tagwd (fear of Alldh) and moral
scruples lay behind his reluctance to take the place of somebody else. Yet, there are a
few exceptions in this regard. For example, if somebody sits in the chair of his teacher,
he may be asked to leave it. Also if a man has fixed a place in the market to sell his
goods, another person will not be justified in occupying it forcibly.

94. Abli Hurairah <= 4l v, L& & u"J P Jl b8y - At
reported: The Messenger of Allih &
said, “If someone leaves his seat (for
one reason or another) and returns to ¢ 4| é’f-j (:j ot e o8hs
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it, he is more entitled to it.” [Muslim]

E “‘,/g,)f
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Supplication on Sneezing ]

95. Abli Hurairah .+ &1 -,
reported: The Prophet £ said,
“When one of you sneezes he should
say: ‘Al-hamdu lillah (praise be to
Allah),” and his brother or his compa-
nion should say to him: Yarhamuk-
Allah (may Allah have mercy on you).’
When he says this to him he (the one
who sneezed) should reply: ‘Yahdikum-
ullah wa yuslihu balakum (may Alldh
guide you and rectify your state of
affairs).”

[Al-Bukhdri]
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Commentary: This Hadith teaches Muslims to have good wishes for one another and

to return good for good. This reciprocity increases mutual love and results in the unity,

peace and dynamism of the Muslim society. May we act upon the golden principles of

our religion!

Visiting the Sick

96. Abi Hurairah .. & -,
reported: 1 heard the Messenger of
Allah #£ saying, “Whosoever visits an
ailing person or a brother of his to seek
the Pleasure of Alldh, an announcer
(angel) calls out to him: ‘May you be
happy, may your walking be blessed,
and may you be awarded a dignified
position in Jannah.”” [At-Tirmidhi who
said it is good, and in some copies of
his collection he said it is irregular.]
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Commentary: This Hadith highlights the merit of visiting the sick persons and

Muslims to gain the Pleasure of Alldh.

97. Al-Bard’ bin ‘Azib L & )
reported: The Messenger of Allah &
has ordered us to visit the sick, to
follow the funeral (of a dead believer),
respond to the sneezer (i.e., by saying
to him: Yarhamuk-Allah after he says:
Al-hamdu lillah), to help those who
vow to fulfill it, to help the oppressed,
to accept the invitation extended by
the inviter; and to spread greetings
(i.e., saying As-Salamu ‘Alaikum).
[A4l-Bukhari and Muslim]

98. Abl Hurairah « ¢ & s,
reported: The Messenger of Allih e
said, “Every Muslim has five rights
over another Muslim (i.e., he has to
perform five duties regarding another
Muslim): to return the greetings, to
visit the sick, to accompany funeral
processions, to accept an invitation, and
to respond to the sneezer [i.e., to say:
‘Yarhamuk-Alldh (may Alldh bestow
His Mercy on you)’ when the sneezer
praises  Allah).” [Al-Bukhari and
Muslim]
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Commentary: This Hadith has already been mentioned. See the commentary on

Hadith No. 3.

‘ Supplication for removing Pain

99. Abi ‘Abdullah bin Abul-As .,
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«¢ 4 reported: I complained to the
Messenger of Alldh & about a pain I
had in my body. The Messenger of
Alldh £ said, “Place your hand where
you feel pain and say: ‘Bismillah (With
the Name of Alldh)’ three times; and
then repeat seven times: ‘A%Udhu
bi‘izzatillahi wa qudratihi min sharri
md ajidu wa ‘uhddhiru (I seek refuge
with Alldh and with His Power from
the evil that afflicts me and that which
I apprehend).” [Muslim]

b s 30 o B
s /z/’ B £ - ¢ ° /°’:/
«))l:-“’ J:/-‘ Lo BallS /i ﬂ;)v\é}

s 3135

Commentary: This Hadith tells us it is not necessary that a patient should exclusively

get Rugyah from others; rather he can also do Rugyah for himself by reciting the

Prophet’s supplications.

’7 Bed Supplication

100. Narrated Aba Dharr 4! o
Lgs : When the Prophet £ went to
bed at night, he used to say: “Bismika
namitu wa nahya (In Your Name we
die and we live).” And when he got up,
he used to say, “Alhamdu lillahil-ladht
ahyana ba‘dama amatana, wa ilaihin-
nushir (Praise be to Allah who gave us
life after causing us to die, and to Him
is the return).” [4l-Bukhari]
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